City of Lacey, Washington
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda

Refer to the bottom of the agenda for meeting information.

Wednesday, September 13, 2023 12:00 PM Council Chambers and Online

Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of the Agenda, Previous Meetings Minutes, and Consent Items
A. Approval of Agenda
B. Approval of August 9, 2023, meeting minutes
Public Comment
Agenda Items
A. Review of 2024 Lodging Tax Funding Applications
6. Adjourn

Attend Remote or In-Person
The public may attend the meeting in-person, or you may view or listen to the meeting
using one of the following platforms:

In-Person: Council Chambers at Lacey City Hall
420 College Street SE, Lacey, WA 98503
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84330982674
Website: https://cityoflacey.org/government/public-meetings/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dMhQYLYCNO
Phone: (888) 788-0099 or (877) 853-5247 (Webinar ID 843 3098 2674)
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84330982674&data=05%7C01%7Cssiglin%40ci.lacey.wa.us%7C666a4736a83e465e6a2208dbafc5f5a4%7C7806582ae87e40e0a1339ead1e97c9b4%7C1%7C0%7C638297036996441119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=74x5pGYyCPU8%2FT0rUO4bQEtkyUI9ZjYW1Ncg%2FG2YcDI%3D&reserved=0
https://cityoflacey.org/government/public-meetings/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-dMhQYLYCN0&data=05%7C01%7Cssiglin%40ci.lacey.wa.us%7C666a4736a83e465e6a2208dbafc5f5a4%7C7806582ae87e40e0a1339ead1e97c9b4%7C1%7C0%7C638297036996441119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NtXG42NzVkTt9fFJfYg4AgwE%2BCNQPpqllUjruVVXIRQ%3D&reserved=0

City of Lacey, Washington
LTAC Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 9, 2023 - Council Chambers and Online

Call to order
Roll Call

LTAC COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Malcolm Miller (Deputy Mayor), Ruth
Weigelt, Chad Carpenter, Andrew Chin

LTAC COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None
COUNCIL PRESENT: Deputy Mayor Malcolm Miller
STAFF PRESENT: Rick Walk, City Manager; Shannon Kelley-Fong, Assistant City

Manager; Troy Woo, Finance Director; Sadie Siglin, Management Analyst; Nicole
Williams, Executive Assistant

1. Public Comment
No public comment was provided.

2. Approval of Agenda, Previous Meeting Minutes, and Consent Items:
A. Approval of Agenda

Chad Carpenter moved to approve the agenda and previous minutes. Ruth
Weigelt seconded. Motion carried.

B. Approval of September 30, 2022, Meeting Minutes

Ruth Weigelt moved to approve the agenda and previous minutes. Chad
Carpenter seconded. Motion carried.
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3. Business Items:

A. Budget Update
Troy Woo, Finance Director

Woo provided information on the LTAC fund balance, year-to-date 2023 LTAC fund
use, and LTAC reserves.

B. LTAC Policy, Procedures, and 2024 Funding Priorities Review
Sadie Siglin, Management Analyst

Siglin provided information on the LTAC processes of several other Washington
jurisdictions. Based on this analysis, Siglin recommended several LTAC policy
updates for Lacey, including: using online applications, implementing a scoring
rubric, having supplementary presentations, and establishing funding priorities.
Discussion ensued.

The Committee directed City staff to continue to allow paper applications this year,
in addition to introducing online applications. The Committee also directed staff to
provide a scoring rubric for review use on a pilot basis for this year. Even with the
use of a scoring rubric, final funding recommendations remain at the discretion of
the Committee.

C. 2023 Meeting Schedule
Sadie Siglin, Management Analyst

The Committee reviewed a proposed timeline for 2023 LTAC process and
determined future 2023 LTAC Committee meeting times.

5. Adjourn

Chair Miller adjourned the meeting at 3:23 p.m.
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2024 Lodging Tax Funding Applications

Total Funding Amount Request for the 2024 funding Cycle: $858,044

Applicant Name

Visitor and Convention Bureau
of Thurston County dba
Experience Olympia & Beyond

North America Talk Media
Group/ Thurston Talk

City of Lacey: Public Affairs

Lacey South Sound Chamber of
Commerce

Applicant Name

City of Lacey:
Regional Athletic Complex

Washington Center for
Performing Arts

City of Lacey: Museum

City of Lacey:
Regional Athletic Complex
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Application
Category
Marketing

Marketing

Marketing

Marketing

Table A
Lodging Tax Funding Applications for Marketing

Location Intended Use of Funds

Lacey Tourism promotion and
event assessments

Lacey Tourism promotion and
marketing

Lacey Banners

Lacey Tourism promotion and

marketing

Table B
Lodging Tax Funding Applications for Capital Projects

Application Location Intended Use of Funds
Category

Capital Lacey Maintenance and operations
Capital Olympia Maintenance and operations
Capital Lacey Maintenance and operations
Capital Lacey Addition of golf carts for staff

mobility for maintenance

Total Amount Requested for Capital Projects
Percentage of Overall Funding Applications

Amount Estimated Visitors
Reguested from Funding
$110,000 8,967
$38,000 470
$10,000
$70,000 2,500

Total Amount Requested for Marketing $228,000
Percentage of Overall Funding Applications

26.57%
Amount Estimated Visitors
Reguested from Funding
$180,000 1,000,000
$35,000 105,000
$48,500 650
$8,000 1,000,000

$271,500
31.64%



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Applicant Name
City of Lacey:
Parks, Culture, & Recreation

City of Lacey:
Parks, Culture, & Recreation

City of Lacey:
Parks, Culture, & Recreation

City of Lacey:
Parks, Culture, & Recreation

Capital Lakefair, Inc.
Team-Tomorrow, LLC
Fred U Harris Lodge #70

City of Lacey: Community &
Economic Development

American Lung Association

Lacey South Sound Chamber
of Commerce

Washington State Senior
Games
Lacey South Sound Chamber

of Commerce

Lacey South Sound Chamber
of Commerce

City of Lacey:
Parks, Culture, & Recreation

Oly Soccer Foundation

Spouses’ Club of Lewis-
McChord

Gateway Rotary Club

Deschutes Rugby Club

Table A

Lodging Tax Funding Applications for Events

Event Name

Lacey Cultural Celebration

Lacey Spring Fun Fair

Lacey Fireworks Spectacular

(3" of July)

Lacey in Tune Summer
Entertainment Series

Capital Lakefair
South Sound Block Party
Juneteenth Celebration

Lacey Market at the Depot

Reach the Beach

Lacey South Sound Chamber
Golf Classic

Washington State Senior Games

Lacey South Sound BBQ Festival

Winterfest- Sip, Savor, and Shop

Glow in the Park

Oly Town Soccer

Kris Kringle Market

Bunkers, Balls, & Birdies

2023 Men’s Division 1 &
Women’s Division 2 Rugby
Season

Total Amount Requested for Events

Percentage of overall Funding Applications
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Amount

Requested

$11,000

$20,000

$27,000

$23,000

$14,000
$15,000
$10,000

$15,000

$15,000

$5,000

$15,000

$20,000

$5,000

$25,000

$55,000

$12,500

$5,000

$66,044

$358,544
41.79%

Location  Duration of Estimated
Event  Visitors from
Funding
Lacey 1 day 3,000
Lacey 2 days 20,000
Lacey 1 day 20,000
Lacey 16 single 8,000
days
Olympia 5 days 175,000
Olympia 2 days 5,000
Lacey 1 day 1,800
Lacey 14 single 700
days
Lacey 1 day 500
Lacey 1 day 250
South 60 single 2,000
Sound days
Lacey 1 day 22,000
Lacey 1 day 600
Lacey 1 day 7,498
Lacey 20 single 10,000
days
Lacey 2 days 4,000
Olympia 1 day 143
Lacey 150



New Event, Activity, or
Program

Tourist Attraction
Marketing

Safe, Inclusive, and
Welcoming Events

Project Impact

Community and Business
Collaboration

Program Sustainability
Financial Sustainability

Location
Multi Day Events

Shoulder Season

Event/ Activity/Program Application Rubric Score Card

Has existed three years or less.

This does not include cancelled events.

Demonstrates the ability to attract visitors from 50 miles

or more.

Demonstrates the ability to promote tourism in Lacey or

the Lacey UGA that encourages the support of

businesses, restaurants, and retail.

Demonstrates the City’s commitment to being a safe,
inclusive and welcome place for all.

Increases the number of people traveling to Lacey or the
Lacey UGA.

Demonstrates community appeal and support, while

generating positive economic impact in Lacey or the

Lacey UGA.

Demonstrates the ability to implement a successful
event.

Demonstrates the ability to secure additional funding
beyond the City of Lacey.

Location is in Lacey or the Lacey UGA

Duration is two days or more.

Occurs October — April.

10 points

20 points

10 points

10 points
10 points

20 points

5 points
5 points

10 points
20 points

10 points
Total
Available
Points 130

Event info.

14

19
20

21



New Event, Activity, or
Program

Tourist Attraction

Marketing

Safe, Inclusive, and
Welcoming Events

Project Impact

Event/ Activity/Program Application Rubric Criteria

Has existed three years or less.
This does not include cancelled events.

Demonstrates the ability to attract
visitors from 50 miles or more.

Demonstrates the ability to promote
tourism in Lacey or the Lacey UGA that
encourages the support of businesses,
restaurants, and retail.

Demonstrates the City’s commitment to
being a safe, inclusive and welcome
place for all.

Increases the number of people
traveling to Lacey or the Lacey UGA.

0 — Has existed for four years or longer
10 — Has existed for three years or less

0 - Demonstrates the ability to attract
only City of Lacey community members

10 - Demonstrates the ability to attract
visitors from surrounding areas

20 - Demonstrates the ability to attract
visitors from areas 50 miles or greater

0 - Does not demonstrate the ability to
market Lacey businesses, restaurants,
and retail

10 - Demonstrates the ability to market
Lacey businesses, restaurants, and retail

0 - Does not demonstrate the ability to
be safe, inclusive, or welcoming

10 - Demonstrates the ability to be safe,
inclusive, and welcoming for all

0 - Does not demonstrate the ability to
increase the number of people traveling
to Lacey or the Lacey UGA

10 points

20 points

10 points

10 points

10 points



Community and
Business Collaboration

Program Sustainability

Financial Sustainability

Location

Multi Day Events

Event/ Activity/Program Application Rubric Criteria

Demonstrates community appeal and
support, while generating positive
economic impact in Lacey or the Lacey
UGA.

Demonstrates the ability to implement a
successful event.

Demonstrates the ability to secure
additional funding beyond the City of
Lacey.

Location is in Lacey or the Lacey UGA.

Duration is two or more days.

10 - Demonstrates the ability to increase
the number of people traveling to Lacey
or the Lacey UGA

0 - Does not demonstrate community
appeal or collaboration

10 - Demonstrates community appeal
20 - Demonstrates community appeal
and has collaborated with local

businesses for support with their event

0 - Does not demonstrate the ability to
implement a successful event

5 - Demonstrates the ability to
implement a successful event

0 - Does not demonstrate the ability to
secure other funding

5 - Demonstrates the ability to secure
other funding

0 - Is not located in Lacey or the Lacy UGA

10 - Is located in Lacey or the Lacey UGA
0 - Is only one day

20 - Is two days or greater

20 points

5 points

5 points

10 points

20 points



Event/ Activity/Program Application Rubric Criteria

Shoulder Season Occurs October — April. 0 - Does not occur October — April 10 points

10 - Occurs October — April



2024 Lodging Tax Funding
Applications for Marketing



2024 Lodging Tax Funding Applications for Marketing and Capital Projects

Applicant Name

Visitor and Convention Bureau
of Thurston County dba
Experience Olympia & Beyond

North America Talk Media
Group/ Thurston Talk

City of Lacey: Public Affairs

Lacey South Sound Chamber of
Commerce

Application
Category
Marketing

Marketing

Marketing

Marketing

Estimated Visitors

from Funding

Table A
Lodging Tax Funding Applications for Marketing
Location Intended Use of Funds Amount
Requested
Lacey Tourism promotion and $110,000
event assessments
Lacey Tourism promotion and $38,000
marketing
Lacey Banners $10,000
Lacey Tourism promotion and $70,000
marketing

Total Amount Requested for Marketing $228,000
Percentage of Overall Funding Applications 26.57%

8,967

470

2,500



Visitor Center Bureau of Thurston County
dba.
Experience Olympia & Beyond



{
[l

2024 CITY OF LACEY
LODGING TAX FUNDS

APPLICATION
“StLACEY

el

Organization/ Agency Name*

Visitor and Convention Bureau of Thurston County dba Experience Olympia & Beyond

Event/ Activity/ Program Name *

Event Location

Event Date
Amount Requested* Are you a Non-Profit or Public Agency?*
$110,000.00 Non-Profit
Federal Tax ID Number* City of Lacey Business License Number *
91-1735847
Tourism Promotion Activities Tourism-Related Facility Events/Festivals
[
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EVENT, ACTIVITY, OR PROGRAM INFORMATION

0. Is your event, activity, or program new? (10 points)*

No

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS

1. Tourist Attraction: Describe your event, activity, or program and the tourism-related
activities. (20 points)*

Include how your event, activity or program demonstrates the ability to attract visitors from 50 miles or
more away.

Lacey lodging tax funds will be combined with other funds (tourism promotion area assessments, lodging
tax awards from other communities, and private funds our staff generates) to support destination
marketing specifically designed to reach audiences 50+ miles away with the highest likelihood of
generating lodging revenue in Lacey hotel and motel properties. We will employ innovative research
tools that ensure we put all awarded funds to the most effective and efficient use possible. This means
all marketing and development decisions are rooted in sound research, and our performance is
measured, tracked, and evaluated. We will continue to base content development decisions on the
strategy outlined in our annual Business & Marketing Plan, ensuring the highest likelihood of influencing
travel to the City of Lacey. New Lacey content--photos, blogs, event listings, etc. will be featured on our
website, social media posts and email newsletters sent to opt-in subscribers from around the world.
We'll employ a comprehensive public relations campaign that includes Lacey in story pitches to major
media outlets, social media influencer partnerships, FAM tours and crisis communications if needed. We
will conduct multi-channel advertising campaigns that combine print, digital, paid social media, and most
significantly, digital programmatic display advertising putting all-new Media Attribution to work,
effectively targeting the highest value 50+ mile away traveling audiences, tracking, and following their
devices when they enter City of Lacey or Lacey hotel/motel geofences—effectively proving our influence
over visitors who’ve received our advertising messages in markets 50+ miles away and staying in Lacey
hotels. We'll continue to fund and share professional photography with the City of Lacey through our
Shared Image Library. We will provide market intelligence to the City of Lacey about visitor trends
throughout the year, resulting from the marketing intelligence tools we've funded. This intelligence can
include where visitors are traveling from, what the ratio of locals to visitors are within Lacey throughout
the year, visitation trends--time of year, popular Lacey market segments and most importantly,
economic impact. We will also continue to employ, cultivate, and develop a program that is inclusive to
our residents, business stakeholders and guests. We are committed to D.E.l. not only as a program we
employ, but as a core driving force behind everything we do. We will continue to offer our LTAC Award
Support suite of services to market those activities and events that the Lacey LTAC funds for 2024 to
markets 50+ miles away, and we will work with the City of Lacey throughout the Thurston County
Destination Master Planning process which will help shape the course of our work moving and the City of
Lacey as a destination for visitors and locals. Our sales team will also continue to promote City of Lacey
as a top destination for Sports in 2024, helping fill Lacey fields, courses, and hotels.
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2. Marketing: How will your event, activity, or program promote and enhance tourism for the
City of Lacey? (10 points)*

Describe how your event, activity, or program will encourage support of Lacey businesses, restaurants,
and retail. Please upload/attach copies of proposed promotional materials at the end of this application.

This year we took our strategic marketing program to the next level, not only rooting our
marketing decisions in sound research and data, but now closing the loop on strategic advertising
decisions by investing in an innovative new tool that allows us to target and track visitors from
the time they receive an advertising message, to when they arrive in a City of Lacey geofence
(hotel). This process is called Media Attribution. How it works: Using our in-house geofencing
service Datafy, we target those arrival markets most likely to generate overnight visitors in Lacey
hotels and motels. We create digital ads that are served to individuals in those targeted
geographic markets. When the prospective visitor clicks on the ad, they are directed to a page on
our website from which a pixel is placed on their phone, effectively allowing us to track the
device (not the person--no personal information is provided to us). We can then track and
measure when the device is seen within the City of Lacey geofence, and more specifically, inside
City of Lacey hotel and motel geofences. This allows us to clearly report on the out-of-area (50+
mile away) visitation that results from our advertising services. The days of not knowing if
advertising is working is officially in the past for our organization, and we now know exactly how
much it costs to place visitors in Lacey hotels and how to increase those numbers. This is a huge
change from years past. Because of this, we are only reporting on room nights and visitation that
we can directly attribute to Media Attribution and sports sales and marketing. While we will
continue to provide increasing levels of marketing and sales support, we are only claiming and
reporting on influence over these two visitor segments influenced by our work.
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3. Safe, Inclusive, and Welcoming: Tell us how your event, activity, or program reinforces the
City's commitment to being a safe, inclusive, and welcoming place for all. (20 points)*

Our program is committed to ensuring we are balanced, fair and inviting throughout the full
scope of services we provide. We centralize around DEI practices in everything we do from
leadership (Board composition) to vendor selection (ensuring we listen to vendors and
prospective candidates, facilitating equity and a level playing field in all contract opportunities),
to the people we include in our marketing imagery (photography and videography), and
messaging. Our Board of Directors is strategically diverse. We invite directors from each region
of Thurston County to participate, and we are intentionally diversifying based on tourism
industry sector, individual skill set, gender, age, ethnicity, and lifestyle to the degree possible.
Our staff is trained throughout their career with us through our industry affiliations on DEI and
safety best practices. We strive to ensure ample opportunities for diverse representation in our
vendor selection for contract-based projects. We put out specific calls for local individuals to be
featured in our marketing campaigns including Black, Indigenous, People Of Color, and
LGBTQIA+ individuals. These images are used year-round through all our projects. We started a
new campaign in May, 2023 called You Belong Here, where we used images of local BIPOC and
LGBTQIA+ individuals in digital programmatic display ads and paid social media placed in key,
high-value origin markets, letting these prospective guests know they would be safe and
welcome in our community. Since that time, 1,679 individuals who were served those digital ads
in targeted markets 50+ miles away (L.A., San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, Stockton, Phoenix,
Prescott, Portland, Seattle, Chico, Redding, Fresno, Visalia, Medford, Klamath Falls, Bakersfield,
Yakima, and Tri-Cities) have been seen in the Thurston County geofence, generating 223 room
nights so far. We will continue this campaign in 2024.
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4. Project Impact: How will the funds received increase the number of people traveling to
Lacey or the Lacey UGA? (10 points)*

While we will continue to provide increasing levels of marketing and sales support to the City of
Lacey, we are only claiming and reporting on influence over two visitor segments that we can
prove are influenced by our work putting heads in beds in the City of Lacey: leisure visitation due
to digital programmatic advertising served and tracked by Media Attribution, and sports sales anc
marketing. Based on anticipating we will receive the same level of funding support as what we
were awarded in 2023, and on the Sports sales, support services and marketing we anticipate for
2024 we project that we will bring nearly 9,000 visitors to the City of Lacey that were directly
influenced by digital programmatic ads served to their devices and/or because of sports events
we helped attract to City of Lacey sports venues including the RAC. Important to note, this figure
does not reflect any visitors that we bring to the City of Lacey due to our website, social media,
public relations, Visitor Guide, community guides, the Thurston Bountiful Byway, or other
initiatives.

Provide an estimate of the number of participants who will attend the event:

Paid Overnights* Unpaid Overnights*
1486 4255
Visits by Day Travel* Other Attendance*
3356 2797
Out-of-State Visitors* How Many Attendees™
4463 8,967
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5. Community and Business Collaboration: Describe the community and business appeal
and support of your event, activity, or program. (20 points)*
List any businesses you have collaborated with to support your event, activity, or program.

Because our organization is tasked with marketing the entirety of Thurston County, we must work
with and on behalf of all tourism-facing attractions, experiences, and services throughout the
region. We work with each municipality we serve (Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater, Tenino, Yelm,
Rochester, Grand Mound, Rainier and Bucoda). We partner with the Thurston Economic
Development Council, and all the various Chambers of Commerce. We work at length with Lacey
hotels, restaurants, food trucks, cafes, museums, parks, sports venues, natural areas, medical
centers, and centers of higher education to ensure we represent the needs of the broader Lacey
community. Our Board of Directors is comprised of individuals representing businesses,
organizations, and municipalities from throughout Thurston County, and Lacey is specifically
represented by the following: Board President, Sue Falash (RAC), and Board Directors Michael
Davidson (Cabela’s), Rick Walk (City of Lacey City Manager), and Ed Kunkel (City of Lacey
Councilman). Our Board meets monthly at the City of Lacey Council Chambers to ensure the City
of Lacey understands our commitment to your community and your priority in our work. This year
we started a massive undertaking for our team, the LTAC Award Recipient Support Program,
which we will continue in 2024 if fully funded. This heavy lift consists of offering a complete suite
of promotional services to all City of Lacey LTAC award recipients to help drive attendance at their
event and/or experience and driving overnight stays at Lacey lodgings. Every award recipient was
provided a business and/or event listing on experienceolympia.com (which has received over
450k pageviews year to date as compared to 253k pageviews year to date in 2022), they were
each included in Partner and Visitor E-newsletters (reaching over 12,000 opt-in subscribers) and
all were posted about in social media as well. Lacey businesses and experiences have been
pitched in each Seasonal Story Pitch Sheet shared with media, travel writers and social media
influencers. Lacey businesses have been included in numerous itineraries we’ve brought travel
writers, media, and social media influencers to directly. Lacey businesses and attractions such as
the RAC have also been included in Sales and Media FAM Tours and pitched at travel tradeshows.



6. Program Sustainability: How will you measure the success of your event, activity, or
program? (5 points)*

We will measure our success through a combination of Media Attribution (measuring how
many visitors pass through the City of Lacey geofence and Lacey hotel motel geofences
after having received our digital programmatic ads on their devices), sports event/activity
visitors and rooms booked, time in market (how many days did they spend? We would love
to see 4 days!), Visitor Guides and Community Guides used, website users and pageviews,
social media likes and engagement (comments and shares), e-newsletter opt-ins, and
earned media (articles and media coverage resulting from our seasonal story pitch sheets
and press releases). Ultimately, we measure success when we receive our Tourism
Economics report from the State of Washington Tourism, a study conducted by Longwoods
in partnership with Oxford University, that tracks our overall economic impact on all aspects
of tourism including hotel motel revenue, retail revenue, food and beverage revenue,
recreation revenue, transportation revenue, sales and lodging taxes, and local jobs.

7. What is the targeted age group of your event?*

All Ages

8. Have you reserved hotel rooms in Lacey for your event, activity, or program?*

No

If yes, what hotel(s) have you reserved rooms at?*



9. What is the total budget for your event, activity, or program?*

1,442,301.75

10. Does your event, activity, or program rely solely on Lodging Tax funding from the City
of Lacey?*

No

11. What percentage of your budget originates from Lacey Lodging Tax funding?*

7.70%

12. Provide an itemized list identifying each type of expenditure and the amount to be
reimbursed with Lodging Tax funding.*

Include the type of expenditure and the itemized cost.

Marketing: $557,175.00 Sales: $78,285.00 Operations: $789,280.92 TPA Administration:
$17,325.00

13. Have you applied for other funding for your event, activity, or program?*

Yes Other Grants?*

Other City LTAC Funding*

We have asked the City of Olympia for $158,096, the City of Tumwater for $43,971, and we will ask the City of Yelm for $5,000. We have also
written a QUEST grant application and have been awarded $100k to assist in paying for a Destination Master Plan to create a framework for all
local municipalities (including Lacey) and sectors that we serve to participate in shaping the 10-Year Vision of tourism in Thurston County.
Lodging tax funds will not be used to conduct this exercise; however, City of Lacey residents and stakeholders will be invited to participate in the
process to ensure we represent your interests in keeping with your priorities and values.
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14. Financial Sustainability: Identify your programs top five (5) sources of funding: (5 points)*

Include the source and the amount of funding. List the City of Lacey if applicable.

2023 Budget: TPA (Tourism Promotion Area assessments) $850,000, City of Olympia lodging tax
award $148,676, City of Lacey lodging tax award $110,000, City of Tumwater lodging tax award

$36,300, Thurston County tourism sponsorship $40,000.

15. Do you plan to become self-funded? *

No

If yes, how do you plan to become self-funded?*

16. Have you ever received funds from the City of Lacey?*

Yes

If yes, what funds have you received?
We receive lodging tax awards each year from the City of Lacey. In 2023 w

17. Is this application for new funds?*
No

18. Is this application for increased funds?*

No

If yes, describe the reason for the increase. *
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19. Location: Where will your event, activity, or program be located? (10 points)*

Other

If other, where will the event be held? *

All three - City of Lacey and La

20. Multi Day Events: Is your event, activity, or program a single or multi-day event? (20
points)*

Multi-Day Event

If your event is a multi-day event, how many days will it be? *

365

21. Shoulder Season: What is the date of your event, activity, or program? (10 points)*

01/01/24
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Sadie Siglin

From: Annette Pitts <annette@experienceolympia.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 3:09 PM

To: Sadie Siglin

Subject: Corrected visitation data for Experience Olympia & Beyond

Caution: This is an external email. Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt,
contact the IS Department

Hi Sadie, thank you for allowing us to provide corrected visitor data for the lodging tax advisory committee to review
with our application for 2024 funding.

The reason we need to update the numbers we initially submitted is because we realized that we made a formula error
in the data export which effectively netted out the vast majority of Lacey’s points of interest that we measure and track
through geofencing, and inadvertently understated the visitors we influenced through media attribution (those visitors
seen in Lacey’s geofence after receiving our digital ads in their home markets). The updated/corrected figures are:

Paid Overnights
1630

Unpaid Overnights
26,530

Visits by Day Travel
9,147

Other Attendance
2,489

Because we turned our application in early, we had already submitted the documents before we caught the error.
Thankfully, our corrected numbers are still being turned in before the deadline—phew!

Please let me know if the group has additional questions. I'd be happy to be a resource and answer any questions they
have.

Annette Pitts, CTA | CEO

Experience Olympia & Beyond

T (360) 754-7544 | C(509) 881-8587
annette@experienceolympia.com | ExperienceOlympia.com

The official destination marketing organization for Thurston County, WA




BUSINESS INFORMATION

Business Name:
VISITORS AND CONVENTION BUREAU OF THURSTON COUNTY

UBI Number:
601 738 394

Business Type:
WA NONPROFIT CORPORATION

Business Status:
ACTIVE

Principal Office Street Address:
2424 HERITAGE CT SW STE 101, OLYMPIA, WA, 98502-6046, UNITED STATES

Principal Office Mailing Address:
PO BOX 1394, OLYMPIA, WA, 98507-1394, UNITED STATES

Expiration Date:
09/30/2023

Jurisdiction:
UNITED STATES, WASHINGTON

Formation/ Registration Date:
09/12/1996

Period of Duration:
PERPETUAL

Inactive Date:

Nature of Business:
DESTINATION MARKETING ASSOCIATION SERVING THURSTON COUNTY, WA

Charitable Corporation:

[]
Nonprofit EIN:
91-1735847

Most Recent Gross Revenue is less than $500,000:
[]

Has Members:

[]

|Iﬁlblic Benefit Designation:

Host Home:

[]
REGISTERED AGENT INFORMATION

Registered Agent Name:
VISITORS AND CONVENTION BUREAU OF THURSTON COUNTY

Street Address:
2424 HERITAGE CT SW STE 101, OLYMPIA, WA, 98502-6046, UNITED STATES

Mailing Address:
PO BOX 1394, OLYMPIA, WA, 98507-1394, UNITED STATES

GOVERNORS




Title Governors Type Entity Name First Name Last Name
GOVERNOR INDIVIDUAL CHRISTINA DANIELS
GOVERNOR INDIVIDUAL SUE FALASH
GOVERNOR INDIVIDUAL PATTY BELMONTE



















































Congratulations!
Lodging Tax Award Recipients

As the official destination marketing organization for Thurston County we are excited to partner with you

in your effort to bring visitors to our beautiful corner of Washington State. Our mission is to reveal Thurston
County’'s most iconic experiences for the world to discover, and we believe that by lending a hand to your
program with the tools we have available, we can better serve our mission and ability to drive more out of area
visitation to your activity. Learn more about Experience Olympia & Beyond by visiting experienceolympia.

Our To-Do List Getting Started

All organizations that are awarded lodging tax funding 1. Check to see if your event and or organization is

from any of the municipalities we serve will be eligible currently listed on A great
to receive the following at NO CHARGE: place to start is the website search. Just type in your
o Listing(s) on experienceolympia.com organization or event name. You might see a Listing,
e Event Listing(s) on experienceolympia.com a Page or an Event. If you do not see your name

e Social Media mentionon FB & 1G showing up, proceed to step 2.

* Inclusionin seasonal public relations pitch sheet to
regional and local media

e Featurein our Partner e-Newsletter

e Featurein our Visitor e-Newsletter
*Ask us about geofencing--see Questions, p.2

-,

Get your organization/event listed so your
information will populate in our website. Once
you've signed up, we'll set you up with a username
and password so you can begin updating your
listing information and images via our Partner
Portal. Your listing will display on our website in the
area that relates to your event or activity type. For
example, the Hands On Children’s Museum listing
displays in the Active Families page.



Submit your event. Open up
experienceolympia.com and click on the
"namburger " in the upper right-hand corner.
Click the + next to Events, click on Submit Your
Event, and scroll down to complete the form.

Maintenance & Updates

Continue to edit your listing and event information via
our Partner Portal at any time. Our team will take over
from here, sharing your information with our Public
Relations firm for seasonal story pitches, and press
release to media. We'll also get your details into our
2023 Workplan so you're featured in our social media
and opt-in email newsletter communications.

Tips for Success Questions?

1. Make sure your event or activity details are posted
and current at all times. There's nothing worse for
a visitor than traveling for an activity they're excited
about, only to find the time has changed, or the
experience isn't what it was billed to be. If your event
or activity changes, be sure your info is updated
across all sources.

2. Keep the lines of communication open! As you are
promoting your event or activity out of the areq, let
us know where and when so we can be strategic in
our promotions as well.

3. Tag us in your social media posts. And speaking
of social media posts, if you're doing targeted, paid
posts, be sure we know where you're promoting
so we can watch for inbound visitation trends from
those markets.

Website listings, events, social media, newsletters
Content & Brand Manager, Heidi Roth
heidi@experienceolympia.com

Geofencing
Director of Strategic Initiatives, Melissa Elkins

melissa@experienceolympia.com

Want to expand your presence with visitors in

partnership with the Visitor Bureau?

Vice President of Sales & Development, Jeff Bowe
jeff@experienceolympia.com

(360) 704-7544




2022-2023 vs. 2019-2022 Performance on all Lacey-Related Content on experienceolympia.com
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Top Lacey-Related Content on experienceolympia.com

| Lacey

advanced
Plot Rows ‘|

Secondary dimension

Sort Type:
Default
Page Pageviews Unique Pageviews  Avg. Time on Page Entrances Bounce Rate % Exit Page Value
26,917 23,651 00:03:00 20,121 68.22% 71.84% $0.00

% of Total: 4.17% |% of Total: 4.12% |Avg for View: 00:02:08 |% of Total: 5.06% Avg for View: Avg for View: 61.49% % of Total: 0.00%
(646,204) (574,719) (41.36%) (397,368) 65.33% (4.42%) (16.83%) ($0.00)
" i 10,749 8,944 . 8,542 o o $0.00
1. /events/lacey-fireworks-spectacular/ (39.93%) (37.82%) 00:03:23 (42.45%) 67.92% 75.49% (0.00%)
) " 6,714 6,118 . 5,528 . . $0.00
2. /our-communities/lacey/ (24.94%) (25.87%) 00:02:24 (27.47%) 71.89% 69.12% (0.00%)
/directory/lacey-thurston-county-regional- 1,404 1,263 . 1,229 o o $0.00
3. athletic-complex-rac/ (5.22%) (5.34%) 00:05:35 (6.11%) 56.93% 85.04% (0.00%)
/events/sundays-in-the-park-lacey-food- 1,180 1,058 o 657 o o $0.00
4. truck-depot/ (4.38%) (4.47%) 00:02:45 (3.27%) 66.26% 65.76% (0.00%)
) ) ) ) 978 871 . 718 o o $0.00
5. /events/3rd-annual-lacey-poly-fest/ (3.63%) (3.68%) 00:03:37 (3.57%) 64.99% 71.98% (0.00%)
o 503 466 . 212 o o $0.00
6. /events/lacey-spring-fun-fair/ (1.87%) (1.97%) 00:03:15 (1.05%) 67.14% 66.40% (0.00%)
/blog/recreational-opportunities-abound- 332 298 . 43 o o $0.00
7. at-lacey-parks/ (1.23%) (1.26%) 00:02:12 (0.21%) 86.84% 42.77% (0.00%)
) ) . 312 268 - 184 . . $0.00
8. /events/lacey-cultural-celebration/ (1.16%) (1.13%) 00:04:02 (0.91%) 52.69% 62.82% (0.00%)
/events/love-local-lacey-the-night-market- 225 208 . 186 o o $0.00
S at-midtown/ (0.84%) (0.88%) 00:01:50 (0.92%) 84.41% 80.44% (0.00%)
. i . 213 199 "o 188 o o $0.00
10. /directory/lacey-community-center/ (0.79%) (0.84%) 00:02:31 (0.93%) 48.70% 73.71% (0.00%)
/events/love-local-lacey-the-enchanted-fae- 205 178 A 153 o o $0.00
“festival/ (0.76%) (0.75%) 00:03:36 (0.76%) 52.56% 7L.71% (0.00%)
Jour-communities/lacey/city-of-lacey- 193 171 . 74 o o $0.00
“endless-possibilities/ (0.72%) (0.72%) 00:04:17 (0.37%) 43.42% 55.96% (0.00%)
. i : 181 167 . 136 0 0 $0.00
13. /directory/lemongrass-restaurant-lacey/ (0.67%) (0.71%) 00:04:40 (0.68%) 64.71% 80.66% (0.00%)
/blog/lacey-producers-district-a-taste-of- 179 153 L 38 o o $0.00
"lacey-libations/ (0.67%) (0.65%) 00:01:35 (0.19%) 81.58% 38.55% (0.00%)

15. /directory/lacey-museum/ 161 151 00:03:33 97 61.22% 66.46% $0.00



Page Pageviews Unique Pageviews  Avg. Time on Page Entrances Bounce Rate % Exit Page Value

26,917 23,651 00:03:00 20,121 68.22% 71.84% $0.00

% of Total: 4.17% % of Total: 4.12% |Avg for View: 00:02:08 (% of Total: 5.06% |Avg for View: Avg for View: 61.49% (% of Total: 0.00%

(646,204) (574,719) (41.36%) (397,368) 65.33% (4.42%) (16.83%) ($0.00)

(0.60%) (0.64%) (0.48%) (0.00%)

/directory/the-jolt-the-journal-of-olympia- 161 151 o 150 o o $0.00

- "lacey-tumwater/ (0.60%) (0.64%) 00:02:03 (0.75%) 49.67% 81.37% (0.00%)
/directory/best-western-plus-lacey-inn- 113 108 . 55 0 0 $0.00

- “suites/ (0.42%) (0.46%) 00:03:09 (0.27%) 80.00% 71.68% (0.00%)
. i 110 106 . 57 o 0 $0.00

[ 18./directory/lacey-makerspace/ (0.41%) (0.45%) 00:03:17 (0.28%) 47.37% 70.91% (0.00%)
. _ _ 83 81 - 73 . . $0.00

[~ 19./directory/emperors-palace-lacey/ (0.31%) (0.34%) 00:04:56 (0.36%) 69.44% 85.54% (0.00%)
— /directory/candlewood-suites-olympia- 76 74 00:02:11 39 82.50% 73.68% $0.00

"lacey/ (0.28%) (0.31%) (0.19%) (0.00%)



Visitor & Convention Bureau of Thurston County

PROPOSED 2024 BUDGET*

INCOME

EXPENSE
Marketing

LTAC
LTAC-Lacey
LTAC-Olympia
LTAC-Tumwater
LTAC-Yelm
Total LTAC
Private Funds
Advertising
Event Income
In Kind Income
Sponsorship Tourism
Total Private Funds
Grant Income
TPA Income
TOTAL INCOME

Advertising
Promotions
Total Advertsing & Promotions
External Public Relations
Media Relations
FAM Tours
Total Public Relations External
Community Public Relations
Annual Meeting
Meals & Registrations
Sports Awards

Visitor Services

Destination Planning Expenses

Total Community Public Relations

Products

Byway

Community & Facility

Other Collateral

Visitor Guide

Website
TOTAL Product

Memberships & Affliaitons

Research
Total MARKETING

Sales

110,000.00
148,676.75
36,300.00
5,000.00

299,976.75

106,000.00
26,325.00
5,000.00
65,000.00

202,325.00

50,000.00
875,000.00

1,427,301.75

156,200.00
3,500.00
159,700.00

62,900.00
10,000.00
72,900.00

15,992.00
3,500.00
15,000.00
7,000.00
6,000.00

47,492.00

4,000.00
4,000.00
14,000.00
61,750.00

120,400.00
204,150.00

17,883.00
55,050.00

557,175.00



Tradeshows & Sales Missions
Event Sponsorship & Bid Fees
Ad Sales Expense
Sales FAM Tours
Client Entertainment
TOTAL SALES
Operations
Personnel Expense
Internet and Technology
Rent & Facility Charges
Equipment
Insurance
Licenses & Fees
Postage and Shipping
Printing
Repairs & Maintenance
Supplies
Professional Development
Professional Fees
Travel Expenses
Bank Charges
TOTAL OPERATONS
TPA Administration
Insurance
Licenses & Fees
Printing/Postage
Recurring Contract Services
Legal & Accounting
TOTAL TPA ADMINISTRATION
TOTAL EXPENSE
Interest Income
TOTAL INCOME
NET INCOME

* approved YTD by EOB Finance and Budget Committee, Executive Committee, Board of Directors and TPA Boa
Will be presented for final approval to the Thurston Conty Commissioners in September or October 2023

23,235.00
33,500.00
15,300.00
4,000.00
2,250.00

78,285.00

594,470.92
24,155.00
37,250.00

5,000.00
5,250.00
250.00
2,350.00
3,775.00
0.00
3,500.00
25,060.00
68,100.00
19,295.00
825.00

789,280.92

4,350.00
450.00
25.00
4,000.00

8,500.00

17,325.00

1,442,065.92

$15,000.00

1,442,301.75

235.83






ird of Directors as of 8.21.23
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Woodlands. The Links, by contrast, offers a
Scottish style course with views of Mount
Rainier and Puget Sound. Replenish with

a meal from the Talon Grill, located on The
Links fairway, when you're done.

8383 Vicwood Lane, hawksprairiegolf.com

8 Parks

Burn off energy at the Lacey Regional
Athletic Complex, one of the largest
sports complexes in Washington. Soccer
and baseball fields, basketball courts,
wide open spaces, and playgrounds,
make this a popular spot for families and
sports enthusiasts. Rainier Vista Park

has alarge play structure, sports courts,
and a skatepark made for all-ages fun.
For athletic fields, trails, and grassy knolls
for picnicking, visit the small but mighty
Wonderwood Park. Woodland Creek
Community Park provides play structures,
picnic shelters, and fishing at Longs Pond.
Coming soon, a new 540+ acre park - Greg
Cuoio Park with 18 holes of disc golf, all-
access playground, and trails.

RAC: 8345 Steilacoom Road SE

Rainier Vista Park: 5475 45th Avenue SE
Wonderwood Park: 5304 32nd Avenue SE
Woodland Creek Community Park: 6729
Pacific Avenue SE

Community Events

Entertain your family with endless FREE
events throughout the year, including

the Lacey Spring Fun Fair, Lacey Cultural
Celebration, Children’'s Day, Music and
Movies in the Park at Huntamer Park,
Lacey's Lighted Parade and Tree Lighting
Ceremony, and of course, the 3rd of July
Fireworks Spectacular, just to name a few.
cityoflacey.org/news/community-events/

10 Lacey Maker Space

Have anidea? Bring it to life at this
innovator's workshop, designed to assist

‘ lacey-tri-fold.indd 1

®

people with building or growing their
businesses and open to anyone over
12.Tools here allow for prototyping,
metalworking, woodworking, sewing, and
electronics; mentoring services and classes
are available, too. Zaverl Hall at St. Martin's
University Campus, Building 5, Baran

Drive SE, loceymakerspace.org

Get Active

Check out the premier destination for
indoor climbing and fitness in the south
sound at Cirgue Climbing. Whether it's your
first time or you're an experienced climber,
there is something for everyone. Burn

off some steam at Laser Fun Zone and
arcade - this is the perfect place to bring
kids of all ages, friends, or a group for a
team-building and entertaining night out.
Cirgue Climbing - 8276 28th Ct NE

Laser Fun Zone - 1225 Ruddell Rd SE

12 Tolmie State Park

Tolmie State Park provides Puget Sound
beachfront, hiking trails, and day-use
activities as well as a hidden gem: a man-
made underwater park with an artificial
reef. Hungry? Dig up clams (in season)
and bring them home for dinner. 730

61st Avenue NE, Olympia, parks.state.
waLus/297/Tolmie

experiencelacey.com

Your Guide To

With Limitless Indoor and
Outdoor Possibilities



ith lakes, parks, golf courses,

and a vast nature preserve in

proximity to the state capital
and Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Lacey finds
a balance between outdoor attractions
and the amenities of a city with a young
and active workforce, not to mention the
student body at St. Martin's University and
South Puget Sound Community College.

Originally called Woodland, aofter the Wood
family who settled here in 1853, Lacey
became alogging center and a pioneer

of beer. The founding family started the
first brewery in what became Washington
state, which reportedly served an expensive
gourmet cream lager. Staying true to its
past, today Lacey's burgeoning Producer's
District has locally created beer and wine
on tap. Pair that with an exciting food
scene, namely, the growing Depot District,
a designated food truck space that has
proven popular with Lacey's locals. If you're
up for an epicurean adventure, hop in the
car—or on a bike—and set off on the

‘ lacey-tri-fold.indd 2

®

Thurston Bountiful Byway, a 60-mile journey
of eats and sips around Thurston County.

But before you hit up Lacey's food and
drink scene, work up an appetite exploring
Lacey's great outdoors!

Things To Do

1 Lacey Depot District
Lacey's Depot District, a product of
the Lacey 50th Anniversary Landmark
Project, comprises a replica of the original
train station that put Lacey (then called
Woodland) on the map. The Depot District
is the beginning of a larger site that will
contain an expanded Lacey Museum and
Cultural Center, and, city leaders hope,
musical and entertainment events. Choose
from a variety of food trucks, a train-
themed play structure, and trail amenities.
The Depot is open May—-September for
use of indoor picnic tables and for private
rentals. 5555 Pacific Avenue SE, Depot
Park - Lacey Parks, Culture & Recreation

2 Lacey Museum
Located in the heart of Lacey's historic
neighborhood, experience Lacey's
surprising and fascinating past in the
charming 1928 Russell House, once a
residence, fire station, and Lacey's first
City Hall. 829 Lacey Street SE

3 Karen Fraser Woodland Trail
This former Georgia Pacific Rail line is
now a paved bike and walking path that
parallels Pacific Avenue. Park and start
at the Woodland Creek Community Park
in Lacey and follow the trail for 2.2 miles
to where it connects with the Chehalis-
Western Trail, providing a 22-mile, multi-
use experience..

4 Producer’s District

Lacey, like its spirited neighboring cities,

is quickly becoming a craft beverage
destination. Take in a flight of wine at
Stottle Winery, then hop on over to Top
Rung, a brewery started by two former
firefighters, for a stein of Lacey Lager. For
another kind of craft, swing by Shipwreck
Beads, the world's largest bead store, for
endless options of jewelry-making supplies.

Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually
National Wildlife Refuge

Bring binoculars and arrive at dawn for
primetime bird watching, or simply enjoy

a peaceful walk any time of day along

the boardwalk at this US Fish and Wildlife
Service-owned preserve just outside Lacey
on the Nisqually River Delta. The estuary,
named in honor of the late Nisqually Tribal
leader, is home to over 200 types of birds
as well as otters, beavers, salmon, and a
myriad of other creatures.
fws.gov/refuge/billy_frank_jr_nisqually

6 Lakes

Lacey is home to five lakes: Long, Pattison,
Hicks, Chambers, and Lake Lois, making
the city a historic hotspot for vacationers.
The fish are jumping at each lake, but for
swimming and watersports, head to Long
Lake Park on Long Lake, where kids (and
adults) can swim and frolic in the grass.
Explore the trails around Hicks Lake

and Lake Lois, paddle out in a canoe on
Pattison Lake, or drop a line in Chambers
Lake in hopes of catching perch, bass, and
catfish.

7 The Golf Club at Hawks

Prairie

Two courses, The Links and The
Woodlands, provide unigue 18-hole golf
experiences. For a classic Northwest feel,
putt among the pines and marshes at The

7/24/2023 11:37:14 AM ‘
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Cover Image by Nate Burgher Photography
View of Heritage Park Fountain in downtown Olympia
with the Capitol building in the background.

Photos Courtesy of
Nate Burgher Photography

The mission of Experience Olympia & Beyond is to
reveal the most iconic Thurston County experiences
for the world to discover.

We put back some of what
travel takes out.

At DoubleTree by Hilton Olympia ™ we put the human touch back
into your travel experience. It all starts with the warm welcome of a
chocolate chip and walnut cookie at check-in.

Boasting an ideal downtown waterfront location, the DoubleTree by
Hilton Olympia hotel offers easy access to historical buildings, beautiful
natural scenery, an eclectic variety of shops, bars and restaurants and
popular Washington State attractions.

. 415 Capitol Way North
Hilton |
(360) 570-0555
www.Olympia.DoubleTree.com

VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

EXPLORE

OLYMPIA | LACEY BUCODA
GRAND MOUND ROCHESTER | TENINO

From our eclectic arts and music scene to the lush and
fertile farmland

of the Thurston

Bountiful

Byway, our

makers, locals,

and free-

spirited people

welcome

you to come

explore the

unmatched

natural allure

of the South

Puget Sound.

Not surprising, this beauty inspires creative expression
in many forms. From art galleries, local craftsmen,

a children’s museum, performance art to live music
and The Olympia Symphony Orchestra—there’s no
shortage of cultural appreciation here. Dig a little
deeper into our history and discover how artists like
Kurt Cobain and Sleater-Kinney have roots here in
Thurston County.

And when you're ready to hit the open road, it's easy
to head in any direction and be instantly welcomed by
our towns and rural communities. Be sure to take your
time—slowing down a bit can be a good thing!

@ PORT of OLYMPIA

Discover Port of Olympia’s Waterfront

PORT PLAZA: Feel rejuvenated at this park-like setting & enjoy
community events or a fun day in the sun.

BILLY FRANK JR TRALIL: Connect with nature while walking along
this 1 mile unpaved trail on the waterfront & experience breathtaking
views of the Olympics.

SWANTOWN MARINA: Begin your journey at our award-winning
facility with a public boat launch and marine fueling station.
FARMER’S MARKET: Savor local flavors at Washington’s second
largest farmers market.

PORTOLYMPIA.COM

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM
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GETTING HERE

The Olympia
region is
easily
accessible by
automobile,
bus, plane,
train and

by boat.

SEATTLE YAKIMA
60 miles, 1 hr 187 miles, 3 hrs

SEATAC AIRPORT VANCOUVER
49 miles, 55 min 106 miles, 1 hr 35 mins

PORTLAND WENATCHEE
114 miles, 1 hr 50 min 188 miles, 3 hrs

SPOKANE TRI-CITIES
318 miles, 4 hrs 50 min 249 miles, 4 hrs 10 mins

&'?/;'ﬂﬁf'f 5%&/27% The Olympia region is served

by two international airports, SeaTac about one hour
to the north and Portland just under two hours to
the south. Door to door shuttle service to and from
SeaTac Airport is available through Premier Airport
Shuttle.

((: ﬁﬂfﬁ/&ﬂ(’ Rent a vehicle at either SeaTac or
PDX airports for a quick drive to Olympia, or rent a
car from the various rental providers in town when you
arrive.

Providing your family's transportation needs:

Airport, Cruise Transfers, Charters, Special Events

Reserve a Ride: premierairportshuttle.com « 360.754.7113

Proudly serving the Olympia community
and beyond for 51 years!

6 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

GETTIN HERE

?&&(’ Intercity Transit provides free bus
transportation throughout Thurston County. Visit
their website for current schedules and pick up
locations. Intercity Transit also connects with the
regional Sound Transit line for service throughout
the greater Seattle area.

%/ﬂf/’ﬂé If you are feeling nostalgic for train
travel, Amtrak stops daily at the Olympia/Lacey
station. The iconic station is still staffed entirely by
volunteers and rail buffs! amtrak.com/home

%ﬁf Swantown Marina at the Port of Olympia
is perfectly suited for boaters looking to explore
the undiscovered South Puget Sound waters. Plan
an overnight at the marina and travel comfortably
with the knowledge that you'll have access to a
fuel dock when you arrive! Make sure to check out
the information kiosk with information about area

P e

Discover local favorites and hldden gems with Intercity Transit

900

Taste the bounty at Explore our
local restaurants. Find beauty at the natural wonders.
Olympia Farmers Market.

360-786-1881 INTERCILY Trans1T

intercitytransit.com

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 7
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ADVENTURE FORTH
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You've never met a trail,

hike, climb, wave or course

you couldn’t tackle. If you're

up for the challenge, we

can't wait to share our

endless hiking and biking

trails that lead you through

evergreen forests, miles of

coastal trails where land

meets stream meets seq, and the acres upon acres
of pristine golf courses. Whether you're setting up
camp beneath a canopy of stars, charting a course
across West Bay, or heading to the fairway, your next
amazing outdoor adventure awaits.

?/%/}(g Any time of year is a fine time to download
a Thurston County bike map at trpc.org and hit the
trails. Accessible trails welcome riders of all ages and
abilities to explore the 14-mile Yelm-Rainier-Tenino
Trail. The Chehalis-Western Trail is 22-miles long
and runs along verdant farmland, the Deschutes
River, lakes, prairies, and the Monarch Sculpture
Park. Areas of the Capitol State Forest also feature
mountain biking dnr.wa.gov/Capitol.

Wé//{g & Pltore “PUallor the capitol

State Forest is located just a short drive from
downtown Olympia and offers numerous trailhneads
and hiking opportunities — head to McClane Nature
Trail, a quiet, secluded public pathway lined with
boardwalks. Mima Falls Loop is also popular among
locals and guests. It delivers 6.5 miles of lush, wooded
scenery and serene wetlands. Folks looking for a

Discover car-free ways to get Here
to There with our bike maps, Rural

Transit service and so much more!
360.741.2522 www.trpc.org
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ADVENTURE FORTH

AR

gentle walk with incredible saltwater views as well as
wildlife viewing, should head northward to the Billy
Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, and

in autumn, find brilliant shades of gold just minutes
from Olympia at either Woodard Bay Conservation
Area or Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls. State Parks
(check out Tolmie and Millersylvania) deliver unique
natural experiences, incredible views, and accessible
pathways. Remember to bring your walking shoes
AND your Discover Pass. See page 72 for more
information on passes.

Wﬁ/@/’ In warmer months, take advantage of
seasonal kayak and paddle board rentals at Boston
Harbor Marina, charter an afternoon or overnight
sailboat cruise at Mystic Journeys, view the wildlife
around the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife
Refuge from a kayak rental at Kayak Nisqually, or
rent a kayak from Tugboat Annie’s, where a delicious
meal awaits as a post-paddle treat.

W/I/(/?f' Oﬁ/}}(%ﬁ Most folks know that winter

in Thurston County calls for warm clothes and rain
gear, but it's a bit of a secret that this area has some
fun activities in the snow and ice too! Sledders load
up and hit the hills of Bigelow, Yauger and Jim Brown
parks. Snowshoers make the trek to neighboring
Capitol Peak in the Capitol State Forest where the
highest point of the 9-mile trail reaches 2,659 feet!
And for folks looking for a more urban wintery activity,
pack your hat and mittens and head downtown to Oly
on Ice, the popular pop-up rink and part of LoveOly
Downtown for the Holidays.

The first of its kind, the Olympia Tasting

room was designed to offer an intimate
behind-the-scenes look at .
roasting while also sampling E"-'
our coffee. Visit us! We have -
1
[=] i
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everything you need to be a
home brewing expert!

DANCINGGOATS.COM
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Olympia balances its important role as the
Washington State capital with an eclectic, laid back,
indie vibe. Straddling Capitol Lake and Budd Inlet,
miles of waterfront deliver long walks and epic views:
Percival Landing, with its mile-long boardwalk,
hosts the second largest farmers market in the state
and views of the Capitol Building and the Olympic
Mountains. Capitol Lake also offers a 1.7-mile idyllic

loop popular with walkers, joggers, and birdwatchers.

Within walking distance of both is Olympia'’s historic
district, a quaint pet-friendly downtown full of locally
owned, unigue boutiques, coffee shops, restaurants,
and one-of-a-kind maritime history. Olympia is

a haven for art lovers, too, with murals located
throughout the city, art walks, galleries, theaters, and
music venues.

loveoly.

shop,

Scan for the
Shop, Dine &
Explore Guide

HOWINTOWTIOYITPId Oy

kW Archibald Sisters

Basilico Ristorante
Belleza Ropa

Bittersweet Chocolates

¥XY ocust Cider

Sailboat Charters

2
3
¥ Bigelow House Museum YJfMystic Journeys
5
6

he Brotherhood

Lounge

y& Browsers Bookshop

;¥ Buck’s Spices

¥ Budd Bay Café

(oY Capitol Theater
Casa Mia Olympia

¥ Cascadia Grill

¥ Chelsea Farms
Oyster Bar

Childhood’'s End Galllery
Courtyard Antiques &

Home Décor
wCynora Restaurant

& Lounge
ﬁDoncing Goats Coffee

Tasting Room

DoubleTree by

Hilton Olympia

he Governor's Mansion
Hands On Children’s

Museum

Hot Toddy

Intercity Transit
Juju’s Iced Cream &
Frozen Custard

Olympia Farmers
Market
he Olympia Hotel at
Capitol Lake
Whe Olympia Oyster
House
QOIympio Symphony
Orchestra
Qpizzerio La Gitana
Olympia
ort of Olympia
uget Sound
Estuarium
evival Motors
& Coffee Co.
Splash Gallery Olympia
Swing Wine Bar
hurston County
Chamber of Commerce
raditions Fair Trade
The Washington Center
for the Performing Arts
ell 80 Brewhouse
ET Science Center
hitewood Cider
Teeny Tiny Taproom

Italian, Untranslated

Open Tues.-Sat. 5pm-9pm
507 Capitol Way S
Olympia WA 98501
www.ristorantebasilico.com
360-570-8777
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Percival Landing

Mile-long boardwalk along the waterfront, pavilions,
playground, grassy areas, and Swantown Marina in
proximity to downtown Olympia. Popular for strolls,

picnics, and gatherings year-round.

Historic Downtown

Shops, restaurants, galleries, parks, museums,
performing arts venues, the Capitol Building and
waterfront are a stone’s throw away. Get misted in
Heritage Park Fountain (even in winter!), take a sip
from the artesian well, and support an array of small,
local businesses. downtownolympia.org

Artesian Well
Located on the edge of a parking lot next to Pet
Works, it's easy to miss, but look for the cobalt and

OLD & NEW DECOR

FOR YOUR HOME AND GARDEN

10,000 SQUARE FEET OF
ANTIQUES, MID-CENTURY,
GIFTS, AND HOME DECOR

LOCATED NEXT TO
CITY HALL IN HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN OLYMPIA

OPEN DAILY 10 AM - 5 PM.
CURBSIDE PICK-UP AVAILABLE!
705 4th Ave E. Olympia
360-352-3864 courtyardantiquesandhome@gmail.com
courtyardantiquesolympia.com CourtardAntiquesOlympia

14 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

white mosaic—you'll usually find someone standing
around with a jug. Flowing out of a pipe is pure water
from an aquifer that historically gave Olympia beer its
reputation (“It's the Water”).

Art Tours

Olympia is home to a thriving Creative District. Murals
and random acts of poetry can be found on the sides
of downtown buildings and traffic boxes, making
downtown Olympia an artistic haven. Take a self-
guided tour of the murals, starting at Traditions Fair
Trade Gallery Building, with stops at the rainbow
wings mural at the Estate Store, “You Are Here" at
the Cascadia Grill, and many others along the way.
Appreciate Olympiad’s poetry scene with a self-guided
tour of installations or experiences, including words
near the Olympia Farmers Market that only appear
when water is poured on the bricks.

Supporting the Art and Soul
of Olympia since 1996!

Shop With Us to Support

Indigenous Communities,

Women’s Empowerment,
Economic Opportunity,
and Cultural Survival.

Store Hours Tuesday-Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
(360) 705-2819
See our new site at NewTraditionsFairtrade.com

We are an

established
lounge in downtown Olympia.
Great drinks, friendly staff, daily
happy hour 4-7pm, cocktails and
mocktails, shuffleboard, pool table,
covered heated patio, space for large
gatherings and plenty of cozy corners.

119 Capitol Way N - Olympia, WA 98501 Tel: 360.352.4153

CASH ONLY - Open 7 days a week 4PM-2AM - thebrotherhoodlounge.com

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 15
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g’ Capital Mall . Olympia Orthopaedic
pPFun Junk & Associates
Licorice Boutique he Park Side Café
Headless Mumby hoebe's Pastry Café
Brewing on Division
Iron Rabbit he Rolling Pin
Restaurant & Bar Saturday Market at
he Marie Bed & the West Central Park
Breakfast
State Capitol Tours
Peruse the state capital’s
grounds and botanical
gardens and take in the
magnificent architecture of
the 42nd state’s legislative
building on a free tour. Tour

Governor’s Mansion Foundation

Olympia, WA
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the Governor's Mansion, a Georgian building that'’s
been home to Washington'’s leaders since 1910.

(Be sure to check in advance for tour availability.)
Not able to book a scheduled tour? Virtual or self-
guided tours are available of the campus, memorials,
artwork, and trees of the West Capitol Campus. Not
to be missed are the brilliant cherry tree blossoms

in spring! des.wa.gov/services/facilities-leasing/
capitol-campus/tours

Olympia Farmers Market

This landmark downtown destination is home to local
vendors selling produce, crafts, and artisanal foods,
while an assortment of restaurants and live musicians
keep the energy high. Open Thursday—Sunday in
April-October, Saturday—Sunday in November—
December, and Saturdays in January—March.

700 Capitol Way, olympiafarmersmarket.com

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PLACE
FOR GOURMET BURGERS & MORE

EXPERIENCE CYNARA
NORTHWEST FLAVORS & INSPIRED DINING

(360) 64—7326 . cynaraolympa.cm

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 17
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Olympia’s downtown independent
bookstore since 1935

107 Capitol Way N. « Olympia WA
(360) 357-7462 * browsersolympia.com

A Festival of Books,
Reading, and Writers
Fri. Sept. 15 - Sat. Sept. 16
Olympia WA
southsoundreading.org/events

18 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Hands On Children’s Museum

Climb high into an eagle’s nest play structure, shoot
balls into wind tunnel tubes, make a recycled art
project, role play a first responder, shop for pretend
food, play cook a meal, learn about Puget Sound, and
so much more at this renowned children’s museum.
Head outside for trike riding, rock climbing, and a
visit to the top of the lighthouse. Activities for young
children, a nursing areaq, and a cafe make this an
inviting place for every member of the family.

414 Jefferson St NE, hocm.org

Squaxin Park

Located along the saltwater shores of Ellis Cove,
Squaxin Park boasts hiking trails, beachfront, cliffs,
streams, wildlife viewing, picnic areas, and a play ship,
as well as a rose garden and picnic shelter.

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 19
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Capital Mall

Pick up mainstream essentials, visit the Artists’
Gallery for local works, and Waffle Craze Co. for a
mouthwatering Belgium Liege Waffle at this pet-
friendly mall. Stay for dinner before catching a
movie at Century Theater. 625 Black Lake Blvd,
capitalmallolympia.com

» YOU BELONG HERE  CAPITAL MALL #COMETOGETHER

Puget Sound Estuarium

Explore the creatures that live at the intersection
of freshwater and saltwater at this small aquarium.
View sea anemones and sea stars in their tanks
and interact with Puget Sound specimens and
shells in a hands-on exhibit. 309 State Ave,
pugetsoundestuarium.org

CAPITAL MALL

OVER 100 SHOPS AND EATERIES
OVER 30 LOCAL BUSINESSES

See what'’s
happening
-

uget Sound Estuariur Yowntown Olympic

www.CapitalMallOlympia.com
625 Black Lake Blvd, Olympia
360.754.8098

CA P I TA L Gcapitalmallwa @capital_mall

MALL #CAPITALMALLOLY
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SOUTH SOUND MARITIME HERITAGE
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

OIYMIPIA
CELEBRATES SO YEARS!

ernil

Shopping
Unique independent shops are a hallmark of Olympia.
Visit downtown businesses like Hot Toddy, known
for their vintage-style women'’s clothing; Belleza
Ropa also for women'’s clothing, plus shoes and
accessories. Buck'’s Spices is for people who love the
experience of cooking with exotic spices. Traditions
Fair Trade offers creations from cultures around the
world. Underhill Plants is where you'll find a delightful
VISIT HARBORDAYS.COM FOR collection of indoor plants unique pottery, and expert
DETAILS & WHERE TO STAY growing advice. Get your antiques itch scratched at
n OLYMPIA HARBOR DAYS favorites like Courtyard Antiques & Home Décor.
Encore Teas + Chocolates and Sweets is the perfect
treat to bring home to family and friends. Explore
Captain Little with its huge selection of kids gifts.
Rainy Day Records is the spot to update your vinyl
collection. You'll find new and used books at Olympia’s
independent bookstores, Browsers Bookshop and
Orca Books... and the list goes on.

ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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Food & Drink

Olympia’s downtown is home to cozy eating
establishments like McMenamins Spar Café and the
restored Olympia Oyster House. Pop in to Chicory

for a PNW take on dishes from the American South.
Visit a renowned breakfast joint such as Hash or

the Shipwreck Café on Olympia’s West Side. Take a
culinary world tour—starting out at Rush In Dumplings,
Great Cuisines of India, and Nou Thai to name a few.

Inspiring Audiences,
Enriching Our Community

Join us for music, comedy, dance, theatre, and more!

CENTERQ

THE WASHINGTON CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

512 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98501
Box Office: (360) 753-8586 ¢ www.washingtoncenter.org

24  VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Olympia is a serious
coffee town—a weekend
could be spent bouncing
from Olympia Coffee
Roasters to Dancing
Goats Coffee to
Rhythms Coffee (they
have live music at night)
to Ember Goods to
Revival Motors Coffee Co.
(and you still won't have
tried them all). Wind
down the day with visits
to unique local breweries
and distilleries, among them Three Magnets Brewing,
Headless Mumby, Wildman Brewing Company, and
Well 80, which makes beer with water sourced from
one of Olympia’s remaining artesian wells.

lelight
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Billy Frank Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge

With lakes, parks, golf courses, and a vast nature
preserve, its proximity to the state capital and Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Lacey is a confluence of
outdoor experiences and urban amenities. Originally
called Woodland, after the Wood family who settled
here in 1853, Lacey became a logging center and a
pioneer of beer. The founding family started the first
brewery in what became Washington State, which
reportedly served an expensive gourmet cream lager.
Today Lacey is home to a burgeoning Producer’s
District offering locally created beer and wine on tap,
and it's also home to a vibrant culinary scene. Explore
the growing Depot District, a designated food truck
space wildly popular with the locals or hop in the car—
or on a bike—and set off on the Thurston Bountiful
Byway, a 60-mile journey of locally-sourced eats and
sips around Thurston County.

GUrze Gow O Trarl

Lacey Depot District

Lacey's Depot District features a replica of the original
train station that put Lacey (then called Woodland) on
the map. The Depot District is in the beginning stages
of a larger development that will contain an expanded
Lacey Museum, Cultural Center, and, musical and
entertainment events. Enjoy a variety of food trucks
to choose from, a train-themed play structure, as well
as trail amenities. The Depot is open April 1 through
October 31 for use of indoor picnic tables and for
private rentals. 5555 Pacific Avenue SE

26 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Welcome to the Candlewood Suites Olympia/Lacey!

Travelers of all kind stay at our extended stay hotel when
having the comforts of home is a top priority. Centrally
located to the state capital, JBLM, Providence St. Peter
Hospital and major corporate campuses.

Fully Equipped Kitchens « Complimentary Guest Laundry
Pet Friendly « 24-Hour Fitness Center « Outdoor Gazebo and Grill

We offer Government Per Diem
and Extended Stay Rates

360-491-1698

4440 3rd Ave SE Lacey, WA 98503

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 27
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Lacey .y Lacey South Sound
Casa Mia Lacey Chamber of Commerce
Depot Park Oly Literary Festival

Gallery Boom

Lacey Museum

Located in the heart

of Lacey's historic
neighborhood, experience
Lacey's surprising and
fascinating past in the
charming 1928 Russell
House, once a residence, fire
station, and Lacey'’s first City
Hall. 829 Lacey Street SE

Karen Fraser Woodland Trail

This former Georgia Pacific Rail line is now a paved
bike and walking path that parallels Pacific Avenue.
Park and start at the Woodland Creek Community
Park and follow the trail to where it connects with the
Chehalis-Western Trail or the Olympia Woodland Trail.

28 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Producer’s District

Lacey is a craft beverage destination. Take in a wine
flight at Stottle Winery, then hop on over to Top
Rung, a brewery started by two former firefighters,
for a stein of Lacey Lager. For another kind of craft,
swing by award winning Shipwreck Beads, the world's
largest bead store, for endless options of craft
jewelry-making supplies.

Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Bring binoculars and arrive at dawn for primetime bird
watching, or simply enjoy a peaceful walk any time of
day along the boardwalk at this US Fish and Wildlife
Service-owned preserve just outside Lacey on the
Nisqually River Delta. The estuary, named in honor of
the late Nisqually tribal leader, is home to over 200
types of birds as well as otters, beavers, salmon, and
a myriad of other creatures.
fws.gov/refuge/billy_frank_jr_nisqually

Lakes

Lacey is home to five lakes: Long, Pattison, Hicks,
Chambers, and Lake Lois, making the city a historic
hotspot for vacationers. The fish are jumping at each
lake, but for swimming and watersports, head to Long
Lake Park on Long Lake, where kids (and adults) can
swim and frolic in the grass. Explore the trails around
Hicks Lake and Lake Lois, paddle out in a canoe on
Pattison Lake, or drop a line in Chambers Lake in
hopes of catching perch, bass, and catfish.

Iaceyparks.org

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 29
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Capitol City Golf Club

Opened in 1963, this championship 18-hole golf
course features narrow, tree-lined fairways, well-
positioned green-side bunkers, and exceptional
putting greens. After your round, grab a drink and
a meal at the popular Fire Creek Grill & Ale House
indoors or out! golfcapitolcity.com

The Golf Club at Hawks Prairie

Two courses, The Links and The Woodlands, provide
unigue 18-hole golf experiences. For a classic
Northwest feel, putt among the pines and marshes
at The Woodlands. The Links, by contrast, offers a
Scottish style with views of Mount Rainier and Puget
Sound. Replenish with a meal from the Talon Grill,
located on The Links fairway, when you're finished.
8383 Vicwood Lane hawksprairiegolf.com

Tolmie State Park

Tolmie State Park provides Puget Sound beachfront,
hiking trails, and day-use activities as well as a hidden
gem: a man-made underwater park with an artificial
reef. Hungry? Dig up clams and bring them home for
dinner (in season). 7730 61st Avenue NE, Olympidq,
parks.state.wa.us/297/Tolmie

(Stltte—

winery

Hand crafted wines
with passion & character.

Tasting experiences
Wed - Sun: 12pm-5pm

www.Stottlewinery.com Just off I-5 in Lacey, Exit 111
2641 Willamette Dr. NE, Ste. E, Lacey, WA 98516
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!!Axis Meads gStottle Winery

Get Active

Check out the premier destination for indoor climbing
and fitness in the South Sound at Cirque Climbing.
Whether it's your first time or you're an experienced
climber, there is something for everyone. Burn off

some steam at Laser Fun Zone and arcade - this is

the perfect place to bring kids of all ages, friends, or a
group for a team-building and entertaining night out.
Cirgue Climbing: 8276 28th Ct NE, cirgueclimbing.com
Laser Fun Zone: 1225 Ruddell Road SE, laserfunzone.net

23 Kitchens is opening in late spring 2023, and is
featuring a restaurant, bar, pickleball, cornhole and
axe-throwing! 23kitchens.com

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM 31
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WA State Senior Games
July 8 to August 7, 2023

Now in its 26th year, the largest Olympic-style
multi-sport event in Washington will be held at
various sites throughout the South Sound.

We had almost 1,800 participants take part in the
2022 WA State Senior Games. Come join the fun!

www.washingtonstateseniorgames.com

Your Full Guide to the Games!

32 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Parks

Burn off energy at the Regional Athletic Complex,
one of the largest sports complexes in Washington.
Soccer and baseball fields, basketball courts, wide
open spaces, and playgrounds, make this a popular
spot for families and sports enthusiasts. Rainier
Vista Park has a large play structure, sports courts,
and a skatepark made for all-ages fun. For athletic
fields, trails, and grassy knolls for picnicking, visit

the small but mighty Wonderwood Park. Woodland
Creek Community Park provides play structures,
picnic shelters, and fishing at Longs Pond. Let the
dogs run free at the Thurston County Off Leash Dog
Park. Regional Athletic Complex: 8345 Steilacoom
Road SE / Rainier Vista Park: 5475 45th Avenue SE /
Wonderwood Park: 5304 32nd Avenue SE / Woodland
Creek and Community Park: 6729 Pacific Avenue SE

20/niecVISta Part
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With a gushing waterfall as its centerpiece, Tumwater
shines for its natural beauty and historic significance.
The city just south of Olympia was the terminus for
the Oregon Trail and became the first permanent
European-American settlement in the Puget Sound
region. Originally named New Market by settlers, the
Chinook jargon term Tumwater, meaning waterfall,
ultimately made the cut as the city’s official brand. The
falls were instrumental to early industry—especially
beer brewing—and they are now part of the 15-

acre Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls (Oh Olympia
Brewing Co. we miss youl!). Today Tumwater is also
home to a growing craft spirits scene. The Tumwater
Craft District, once complete, will offer mixed-use
spaces for restaurants, retail, produce, housing, and,
of course, imbibing. The district has partnered up with
South Puget Sound Community College’s Brewing
and Distilling Program, which trains students in the
art of making beer, spirits, and cider, putting Tumwater
in the running for yet another historical designation as
a world leader in craft production.

Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls
Rushing rapids of the Deschutes River tumble over
rocks and sprint toward their destination, placid Capitol
Lake. Picnic tables, pathways, a grassy lawn, and a
salmon observation area (you do not want to miss the
salmon run mid-September through mid-October)
make Brewery Park a destination for all ages.

VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

TO
SHELTON

MOTTMAN RD S,

HISTORICAL

SAPP Rp

LINWOOD AVE SW

TUMWATER
(s)

TROSPER RD SW //

TROSPER
LAKE PARK

3S dAT9 T011dvD

CENTER ST

TUMWAT \

TO
CENTRALIA/
CHEHALIS
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Batting Center
Ashley Creek Farm
Chehalis Western Trail
Lattin's Country Cider
Mill & Farm

River's Edge Restaurant
Spirlock’s Farmhouse
at Nelson Ranch
Tumwater Artesian
Brewfest
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WATERFRONT DINING
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Don’t miss out on these historic waterfront restaurants!
Oldest seafood restaurant in Washington State! Est. 1924

Clypia
@ﬂf =
HHowse

Open LUNCH, DINNER, & LIVE MUSIC WEEKENDS

360-753-7000
320 4th Ave W, Olympia, WA 98501

OlympiaOysterHouse.com

Celebrating over 30 years! Est. 1988
Open BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Veted No 1 in the Seuth Seund!

360-357-6963
525 Columbia St NW, Olympia, WA 98501

BuddBayCafe.com

Tumwater’s Premiere Sports Bar at Tumwater Valley Golf Course

Celebrating 15 years local!
Open BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
15 Big Screen TVs & Banquet Rooms,

Large patio overlooking golf course

360-753-5100
4611 Tumwater Valley Drive, Tumwater, WA 98512

RiversEdgeTumwater.com
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Tumwater Historical Park

Just beyond the falls, this 17-acre park contains play
structures, trails, wide-open spaces, and a covered
picnic area, making it a popular location for families
and community gatherings. By the entrance is the
Crosby House, Bing Crosby's grandparent’s historic
home built around 1860 and maintained by the
Daughters of the Pioneers of Washington.

Old Olympia Brewery

Opened in 1896 and rebuilt in 1906 with Tenino
sandstone, this brewhouse is where Olympia Brewing
Co. drew the mineral-rich water flowing from local
artesian wells—leading to the slogan, “It's the
Water"—to produce its renowned beer. The iconic
brick brewhouse is where the magic happened until
Prohibition put an end to production. The building
was added to the National Register of Historic Places
in 1978 and earned a spot on the Washington Trust
for Historic Preservation’s Endangered Properties
List. Despite a fire in 2018 that further devastated
the aging building, efforts to save and restore the
property are strong. Tour the brewery via video:

Schmidt House and Centennial Rose Garden

Near the original brewery is the stately Schmidt
House, a Colonial Revival built in 1904 for brewery
owner Leopold Schmidt. Admire it from the outside,
as the house is closed to the public for the time being.
You can peruse the acclaimed and lovingly maintained
rose garden on the

property between

April and October.

Informal, small tours

of the Schmidt House

may be available with

advance reservation.

330 Schmidt PI SW,

360-786-8117,
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Bush Prairie Farm

This tract of land once belonged to George Bush, a
black pioneer who arrived in Oregon Territory with his
wife, Isabella, in 1845 via the Oregon Trail. Bush was
granted permission to own land from the government
after white settlers petitioned in his favor. Today, the
Clark family owns the farm, runs a CSA, and honors his
memory. 8400 Old Highway 99 SE

Pioneer Park

Let the kids loose on the playscapes, spread out for a
picnic, head out on a hike, explore the Deschutes River,
or test your skills at the horseshoe pits or sand volleyball
courts at this popular park. 5801 Henderson Blvd SE

Olympic Flight Museum

Aviation enthusiasts won't want to miss this museum
and tribute to flight at the Olympia Regional Airport.
The collection includes vintage aircraft and artifacts,
and the space is available for event rentals.

7637 Old Highway 99 SE

Craft District

Whereas the Schmidt family once saw Tumwater as
an opportunity for beer, craft brewers and distillers
are carving out a piece of their own history here,
too. The burgeoning Craft District is a partnership
between South Puget Sound Community College
and the City of Tumwater, where the art of craft is
taught and imbibed. A new market complex housing
eateries, distilleries, breweries, cafes, shopping

and more will open in 2023. 4200 Capitol Blvd S
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TumwaterArtesianBrewfest.com n
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Tumwater Warehouse District

A gathering place for friends, neighbors and visitors
to enjoy locally-made craft beverages and specialty
foods, the Tumwater Warehouse District is a friendly
and inviting destination. Brewers like Matchless
Brewery, Tart Hard Cider, and Triceratops Brewing
Company are producing exceptional beer and cider,
8-Arms Community Bakery and LUV Cookies share
delightful treats, and Spud’s Market is your spot for
local produce.

Tumwater Artesian Brewfest

Held in August, this festival of all things brewing has
an agenda: to #bringbrewingback. In addition to local
beer, cider, wine, spirits, and food, the festival hosts
games like stein-holding competitions and beer pong.

21-plus.

DEFY Olympia

Bounce on trampolines, fly through the air on a
trapeze, release some adrenaline on the extreme
dodgeball court, or freefall into a foam pit.

7960 Center St SW

Golf
While in Tumwater, swing the clubs at Tumwater
Valley Golf Club or Airport Golf and Batting Center.
The former offers the more traditional golfing
experience, with a championship-level course
complete with a pro shop and an extensive menu at
the River's Edge sports bar. Visit Airport Golf and
Batting Center for lessons, practice on the driving
range, Toptracer, batting cages, and a tap room
with local beer to pair with their nachos and wings.
Tumwater Valley Golf Club: 4611 Tumwater Valley Dr
/ Airport Golf and Batting
Center: 8080 Center St SW

EXPERIENCEOLYMPIA.COM



https://www.experienceolympia.com/
https://www.pacific-hwy.net/bush.htm
https://olympicflightmuseum.com/
https://thecraftdistrict.com/
https://www.ci.tumwater.wa.us/departments/parks-recreation/classes-programs-sports/special-events/tumwater-artesian-brewfest
https://defy.com/defy-olympia/
https://tumwatervalleygc.com/
https://www.airportgolfcenter.com/
https://www.tumwaterartesianbrewfest.com/

While Bucoda today transforms into “Boo-coda”
every October, its haunted history runs deep.

Bucoda was the site of Washington Territory's first
prison back when the area was called Seatco—from
the Coast Salish/Upper Chehalis word “tsiatko,”
which means “spirit” and refers to legendary beings
ranging from hairy Sasquatch-type creatures to
more dangerous night spirits that indigenous locals
blamed for mysterious deaths. The prison, described
as “hell on earth,” closed in 1887 and burned down

in 1907. A commemorative stone in a park near the
Skookumchuck River is all that exists of its memory
today. Bucoda gradually shed its dark reputation with
the arrival of settlers and industry and was renamed
Bucoda—a combination of the last names of James
Buckley, Samuel Coulter, and John David, three late
19th-century investors who sought to steer the

town toward a better reputation. By the 1870's, the
Northern Pacific Railroad, coal mines, sawmills, and
other construction industries had taken root, making it
so lucrative that it later earned the moniker “the town
with the million-dollar payroll.” While the past may be
buried, Bucoda today calls itself “the world's tiniest
town with the biggest Halloween spirit.” Population
approx. 600, Bucoda becomes the spooky capital

of the Northwest every fall—so much so that in 2021
the town voted to embrace its dark side by renaming
Bucoda “BOO-coda” for the month of October.

GUrze Gow Orone Trarl

Boo-coda Spooktacular

What started as a haunted house fundraiser in a gym
morphed into a month-long freaky fest that's only
getting bigger and badder. Every weekend in October,
the town transforms into a celebration of all things
morbid, from haunted houses to trick-or-treating, with
parades and vendor fairs. The town hearse, purchased
for marketing purposes and helmed by Bucoda's
friendly undertaker, can be seen driving slowly through
town. boo-coda.com

40 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Pine Box Derby Casket Races

If you come to Bucoda for the Halloween festivities,
don't miss these races, in which pallbearers load friends
and family into makeshift caskets and speed down the
main street—in costume, of course!

Thrill the World

Bucoda is an official member of Thrill the World™, a
global group dance party choreographed to Michael
Jackson's “Thriller.” Participants dress up as the living
dead and publicly perform a synced routine to the pop
legend’s Halloween anthem.

Haunted House

Be prepared to
have all five senses
spooked by next-
level creepiness

in Bucoda's
community-run
fright fest inside the
town's old gym.

Seatco Prison Site

Seatco Prison,

known as “hell on

earth” to its inmates, is gone, but the curious can visit
the stone historical marker that marks its location on
South Factory Road.

[e],

Forest Grove Cemetery

Visit this historic cemetery in neighboring Tenino on
your own, make a reservation to go with the South
Thurston County Historical Society or on a group tour
during Boo-coda. For more Seatco history, check out
a new plague memorializing a prisoner pauper’s grave.
18011 Northcraft Rd SE, Tenino

Bucoda Volunteer Park
Green space with picnic shelters, access to the
Skookumchuck River, and tent and RV sites. Tono Rd SE

Joe's Place

A Bucoda institution, Joe's Place is a fifth-generation
joint that specializes in burgers, beer and wine,

and homemade ice cream milkshakes. Come for
karaoke (Thursday Steak night) or one of its festivals
throughout the year, like the chili cook off. 118 S Main St
joesplaceinc.com
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Grand Mound

traces its origins

to the days when

the Chehalis Tribe

grazed animals

on the prairie. The

tribe thrives here

today, sharing

ownership of Grand

Mound'’s biggest

attraction, Great

Wolf Lodge. With a

dozen indoor waterslides and activities for all ages,
shopping, and dining, this theme park is a premier
destination for families. Grand Mound, so named by
early settlers—the James, Mills and Brown families—
has gone through a few name changes; from Agayt
("long open space”) to nsg'wanxtn (“place to dry hides
on a frame") to Prairie de Butte once Hudson's Bay
Company began to settle in the area. The current
name refers to the same wide, raised land that's part
of a system of regional hillocks. Grand Mound today
provides views of mountains, evergreen trees, and the
Chehalis River, making a bucolic place to get away
from it all or to start a journey to a nearby mountain
or one of Thurston County'’s bigger cities.

TO
9 TUMWATER/,
N/ TO
LYMPIA
3 © f TENINO/

)

CENTRALIA/
CHEHALIS

Grand Mound/
Rochester Chamber
of Commerce & Distillery
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Great Wolf Lodge

Water Park: This prime attraction is an all-inclusive
funfest for everyone from toddlers to grandparents.
The indoor water park hosts a water challenge course,
a river run, a mini splash park for the little ones,

and a "hot springs” for everyone. Climb a four-story
treehouse and take a waterslide down, shoot hoops in
the pool, or whoosh down a six-story funnel.

Dining: Pizzqa, burgers, pasta, a deluxe continental
breakfast, and a dinner buffet are just some of
the offerings coming out of the lodge’s five eating
establishments.

Attractions: Great Wolf features a range of activities
including the water park, MagicQuest, an arcade,
Build-A-Bear, an interactive mining experience,

an outdoor ropes course (summer only), and the
Great Wolf Candy Company. 20500 Old Hwy 99 SW
greatwolf.com/grand-mound

Oregon Trail Marker

Come face to face with history throughout Thurston
County at the various stone monuments marking

the Oregon Trail. In Grand Mound, this marker reads
"Oregon Trail 1844, marked by Daughters and Sons of
the American Revolution in the State of Washington,
1916." 20639 Old Hwy 99 (corner of Grand Mound
Way SW, located between two cedar trees).

20500 0ld Hwy 99 sw | GREAT
Centralia, WA 98531 | WS LF

(800) 640-9653 LODGE

Hotel » Water Park « Dining « Attractions * greatwolf.com/grand-mound
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Fort Henness Monument

For another foray into the past, stop by the Fort
Henness monument across from the Grand Mound
Cemetery. The simple stone marker is all that's left of
a fort that housed 30 families during the 1855 “Indian
Wars." The inhabitants lived in relative peace, and the
fort was never attacked. 183rd St, across from Grand
Mound Cemetery

Talking Cedar Brewery and Distillery

This brewery, distillery, and gastropub is owned by
the Chehalis Tribe, a first for US history due to a law
barring tribes from producing alcohol on tribal land.
Washington state legislators got the law repealed

in 2018. The 35,000 square foot space sources grain
from local growers in the region and is a partnership
with Heritage Distilling Co. with over 20 beers on tap
and spirits to sip, as well as a few cider options, all
the better to pair with their robust menu.

44 VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Set in the shadow of the mountain it's named for,
Rainier's stunning view earned its original name from
local tribes as “the best yet.” By the 19th century,

the little town was growing thanks to the Gehrke
family and the Tacoma-Kalama railroad. Several
structures and a park honor the first pioneer settlers,
including the church and schoolhouse, both of which
are registered Washington historical landmarks. The
church, built in 1896 and similar in turn-of-the-century
German style to the historic Little White Church in
Elbe, retains its early American style. The Americana
feel is mirrored in the quaint downtown, home to
charming oddities like the historic Gehrke outhouse.
If you're riding the entire length of the Yelm-Rainer-
Tenino Trail, this is a good place to stop for a break,
as it's the exact midpoint of the trek.

Wilkowski Park

Ideal for throwing the football, letting the kids run
loose, or hosting a family picnic, Wilkowski Park is a
wide-open space right off the Yelm-Rainier-Tenino
Trail. Pick up the bike path from here for a ride in
either direction.
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Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church

This charming

church, built by the

Gehrke brothers in

1896, resembles

other German-built
churches—namely, the

“little white church”

in Elbe, Washington.

It was the first local

building to land on

the Washington State
Heritage Register, and it's available to rent for special
occasions. 207 Olympia St W

Gehrke Park

This older but centrally located park in Rainier has
traditional play structures for young kids and lots of
open grassy space for setting up a picnic or whiling
the day away. 801 Tipsoo Loop S

Historic Outhouse

Rainier is home to a bit of local history: Rainier founder
Albert Gehrke's outhouse. The 120-year-old privy
managed to survive a few moves, not to mention lots
of tushies, before it was relocated to a parking lot. It's
a fun artifact of Rainier’s past, but not exactly open for
business.

Rainier Bluegrass Festival

This bluegrass festival held at Wilkowski Park is

a family-friendly affair with “pickin’ and jammin"”
sessions, gospel, live bands, and general fun. Get there
early to stake out a spot in the park to set up your
campsite.

Rainier Round Up Days

The same weekend as the bluegrass festival but

not officially related, Round Up Days has been an
institution since the 1960s. With a parade, family
games, and more, the fourth weekend in August is the
time to be in Rainier.

VISITOR GUIDE 2023 - 2024

Yelm-Rainier-Tenino Trail Midpoint

Rainier marks the halfway point of the Yelm-Rainier-
Tenino Trail. It's a good place to stop for a breather
or to hop on your bike to pick up half the trail in either
direction.

Eats and Sips

Rainier is home to Rainier Pizza and Espresso, which
makes a lot more than just highly rated pizza and
espresso and is a favorite stop for ramblers on the
Yelm-Rainier-Tenino Trail. Up the road, Glenda’s
brews coffee from 5am-5pm. Rainier Pizza and
Espresso, 207 Binghampton St SE / Glenda's, 901
Binghampton St

Chehalis-Western Trail

In addition to being a stop on the Yelm-Rainier-Tenino
Trail, Rainier is an end/start point on the Chehalis-
Western Trail, a 22-mile biking and hiking path that
connects Rainier with Olympia and passes through
Lacey, Yelm, and Tenino, with a myriad of ecosystems
and urban stops along the way, including the Monarch
Sculpture Park. The rails-to-trails project once was
the Chehalis-Western Railroad from the late 1800's
through the 1980's.
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SHOP LOCAL

You can sniff out a deal like no one's business. Lucky
for you our communities are full of amazing boutique
shops, antique stores, bookshops and thrifting
opportunities. And not surprisingly, our shopping
experiences are as diverse and quirky as the folks
who live and work here, making a day on the town an
iconic Thurston County experience. Also, now more
than ever, it is incredibly important to support local,
independently-owned and operated businesses.
Whether you're looking for a
funky souvenir or a one-of-
a-kind piece of fine art, our
uber-creative, community-
minded establishments merit
your support (and you'll take
home gifts and memories
that last a lifetime.) Take a
Gl /Tl WLl look below for ideas to get
Jowntown Olympic ya started!

THERE’S
ONLY ONE

ARCHIBALD

ARCHIBALDSISTERS.COM

DOWNTOWN
Ol

SINCE 1975
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SHOP LOCAL

Antiguce & Udige

Antique Peddlers Mall Peacock Vintage
Courtyard Antigues & Pickers in Paradise
Home Décor Second Hand Rose
Dumpster Values Tenino Antique Mall
Fifth Avenue Flea Market Tenino Time Machine
Lighthouse Antiques What-Nots
& Crafts

The Wiggle Room

Pty Gouliguee

Archibald Sisters InGenius! Local Artisan
Belleza Ropa Gallery & Boutique
Browsers Bookshop Ironworks Boutique
Buck's Spices & Lark
Herbal Apothecary Lily's What Not to Wear
Captain Little Orca Books Coop
Compass Rose Popinjay
Creative Costumes Psychic Sister
Drees Rainy Day Records
Ember Goods Shiplap Shops—
Fun Junk and Yelm & Tenino
Licorice Boutique Shipwreck Beads
Hot Toddy Underhill Plants

Our area is also home to over 20 tattoo shops—so if
getting some new ink is in the cards, head our way!
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What is now

Rochester was

home to tribal

nations before

the mid-19th-

century arrival

of pioneers who

built businesses

based on the

region’s natural

resources. Early

railroad lines

shuttling timber

around the country made Rochester something of a
boom town and when that industry declined, the town
became known for its strawberries. The Chehalis Tribe
still calls this area home, and today they thrive thanks

in part to the presence of Lucky Eagle Casino & Hotel.

Prehistoric sea life, including whale fossils, have been
found along the high bank bluffs above the Chehalis
River, some of which are viewable at the Grand
Mound/Rochester Chamber of Commerce. Like the
old days, agriculture still plays a major role here, with
several farms and nurseries ready to share flowers,
fruits, vegetables, and plants in this agriculturally rich
area alongside the Chehalis River.

GVrze Goor Owne Trarl

Swede Day Midsummer Festival

Going strong since 1978, this June festival honors
Rochester's Swedish past with a parade, live music,
pony rides, family activities, Swedish meatballs
and a strawberry dessert offered at Swede Hall.
rochestercitizensgroupswedehall.net

Swede Hall

The barn-like structure, built in 1939 and modeled
after traditional Scandinavian halls, is maintained as a
community rental hall, hosting events including church
services, town meetings, and dances. 18543 Albany St
rochestercitizensgroupswedehall.net
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Chamber of Commerce Honey Co.
Lucky Eagle Casino Walupt Farms
& Hotel Lavender

Eat. Drink. Play.
Rest. Repeat.

Live your best life at the South Sound’s home casino.

Renovated pet-friendly rooms and RV Parking
Over 1,000 hot slots, tables and bingo
Dining options for every taste & Pool and hot tub

1 1/ r Just 25 minutes from
JUC](V QQQ]Q Olympia in Rochester, WA

CASINO & HOTEL luckyeagle.com
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Gate City Schoolhouse

Step back in time to the days of Little House on the
Prairie in this sweet one-room schoolhouse. Built in
1910 and added to the Washington State Historic
Register in 1994, the building contains the original
windows, slate blackboard, beadboard wainscoting,
and old wooden desks—used by children lucky enough
not to be stuck with apple crates. 16925 Moon Rd SW
gatecityschoolhouse.com

Walupt Farms

Opened by a physician's assistant and lavender
enthusiast in 2021, Walupt Farms is a purple haze

of aromattic lavender plants abuzz with bees. And
chickens. And some goats. The owner collects honey
and distills the fragrant flowers into essential oils and
linen sprays. 19441 Jordan St SW waluptfarms.com

WATCH AN OBSERVATION HIVE!
Try flights of honey at our ‘Free Honey Bar’
Buy locally produced raw honey

Tues - Fri: 9am to 5pm e Sat - Sun: 10am to 4pm

10020 Hwy 12 SW, Rochester WA 98579

hive5bees.com e 360-706-4978
pnwhoney.com
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Helsing Junction Farm

Started in 1992 by two female graduates of Evergreen
State College in a pastoral setting near the Chehalis
River, Helsing Junction provides produce to its

550 CSA members and hosts a farmstand nearby,
where passers-by can browse seasonal offerings
between June and November. Fields and office:

12233 Independence Rd SW, Farm stand: 12013
Independence Rd SW helsingjunctionfarms.com

Lael’s Moon Garden Nursery

Larry and Bethany Lael left their government jobs
behind to start this idyllic nursery, where guests can
browse their selection of fruit trees, conifers, shrubs,
and edible plants; pick up soil products; or consult
with Larry and Bethany about how to create your own
personal Eden. 17813 Moon Rd SW
laelsmoongarden.com

Lucky Eagle Casino and Hotel

The Chehalis Tribe's casino and hotel is a city unto
itself. With over 1,200 traditional gaming tables and
slot machines, as well as an indoor pool, hot tub,
restaurants, bars, and cafes, Lucky Eagle offers a
one-stop vacation for anyone who likes the rush

of a roulette table or just the cha-ching of the slot
machine. 12888 188th Ave SW luckyeagle.com

Heritage Meats

Meat lovers can't pass through Rochester without
stopping by Heritage Meats, a haven of sustainable,
humanely prepared, locally sourced beef, pork, goat,
lamb, and poultry products. Look for the schoolhouse-
style building and the American flag. 18241 Pendleton
St SW heritagemeatswa.com

Pacific Northwest Honey Company

Pick up ajar of raw clover honey from their honey bar,
take a beekeeping class, or troubleshoot your Queen
problems here. Amanda and Kevin Mills are dedicated
not just to the production of honey, but to the entire
business of running a healthy hive. 10020 Hwy 12 SW
hiveSbees.com

Black River Blues Blueberry Farm

Situated in a fertile valley, Black River Blues Blueberry
Farm has been hand-picking their berries and selling
them at the Olympia Farmers Market since 2004.
Visitors are welcome to visit the farm and sample their
berries. 17132 Moon Rd
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Downtown. Ienino, WA

Tenino got its start when an entrepreneurial pioneer
traveled across the country in search of open space
and opportunity. Settled by Stephen Hodgden, a gold-
seeker from Maine, Tenino earned a spot on the map
when the Northern Pacific Railroad created a stop in
1872, and was likely named after the steamship Tenino
on the Columbia, named after a collective of tribes now
known as the Warm Springs bands. Tenino grew into a
boomtown in the late 19th century thanks to its supply
of sandstone, a resource that was exported to Seattle
and San Francisco following those cities' devastating
fires. The pale stone remains the defining architectural
feature of many local buildings, even though it fell out of
use by the early 20th century. Tenino also rose to fame
because of its wooden money, a local currency created
to help locals get through the Great Depression. The
scrip was reintroduced and approved by the state
auditor as legitimate money during the Covid-19
pandemic to help residents in need and to keep the
local economy moving.
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Oregon Trail Days

At this July weekend of all things pioneer, participants
hone their homesteading skills and face off in a
festival favorite, the black powder rifle shooting
contest. teninoacc.org/oregon-trail-days-otd.html
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Farmers Market

On Saturdays between
May and September,
Tenino hosts a bustling
farmers market.
Produce stands and
artisan craft vendors
provide shoppers the
opportunity to buy
local, sustainable, and healthy products. The mission of
the market is to empower people to make good food
choices and to give back to the community. Located in
downtown Tenino

Jregon lrail Days

Millersylvania State Park

Located nearby, alongside Deep Lake, Millersylvania
offers campsites, hiking trails, swimming, boating,

and a place to while away a sunny afternoon with an
ice cream or a beer from the beachside concessions.
Book a glamp site with Pampered Wilderness, where
you can sleep on a memory foam mattress in a luxury
tent under the stars. 12245 Tilley Rd S
parks.state.wa.us/546/millerslvania
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Tenino Depot Museum

The original sandstone train depot, built in 1914,
decommissioned after WWII and moved to the city
park in 1965, is packed with artifacts from the town's
history. Examine the original wooden money printing
press, tools from the logging and pioneer days, and
articles about the area'’s intriguing past.
cityoftenino.us/community/page/tenino-depot-museum

Sandstone Walking Tour

Connect with the past by taking a self-guided tour
of Tenino's sandstone buildings, including the State
Bank of Tenino, Tenino City Hall, the Tenino Depot
Museum, and what's left of the original quarry house.
For information on the structures and a map, visit
teninoacc.org. Located in downtown Tenino

Offut Lake Resort
With roots in the early 20th century heyday of lake
resorts, Offut provides camping, cabins, fishing,

SANDSTONE
DISTILLERY

Award-Winning
Grain to Glass Spirits
sandstonedistillery.com
“Crafted right -
Crafted right here”

Distillery Tours & Tastings
Wed - Sat: 12pm-5pm ¢ 842 Wright Rd. SE Tenino, WA

Tasting Room Downtown Tenino ¢ Fri, Sat, Sun: By Appt.

Where Nutritious Tastes Delicious!
Perfect for Seltzers, Cocktails,
Vinaigrettes, and more!

Tenino, WA whatsasippingvinegar.com
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swimming, boat rentals, and the Lady of the Lake
Public House restaurant, which serves burgers and
seafood with views of the water. 4005 120th Ave SE
offutlakeresort.com

Monarch Sculpture Park

Just off the Chehalis-Western Trail sits this unique
five-acre park and home to over 100 sculptures by
renowned local, national, and international artists, as
well as a giant butterfly maze and a sound garden.
8431 Waldrick Rd SE, Between Old Highway 99 and
Military Rd monarchsculpturepark.org

Sandstone Distillery

Sandstone produces high-quality

craft spirits with Washington-

grown grains and pure, local

water. Stop by their main

tasting room for a tour and >anaston:
tasting Wednesday-Saturday YIS CETe
between 12pm-5pm (Sunday by

appointment only) to try the bacon-infused vodka,
the stone-carver gin, or a fruity Wild Heart sipping
vinegar. If you're exploring downtown Tenino, be
sure to stop by the beautifully restored historic 1914
building at their downtown tasting room.

Main Tasting Room & Distillery: 842 Wright Rd SE
Downtown Tasting Room: 297 Sussex Avenue W
sandstonedistillery.com

<00 enin

Tenino Creative District

Certified in 2020 by the Washington State Arts
Commission, the Tenino Creative District embraces
history, business, and creativity along a walkable
stretch of town. Watch for the Tenino Arts Creative
Market (10am-3pm on second Saturdays May-
September), the Tenino Spring and Holiday Markets
and local productions at the Tenino Young-At-Heart
Theatre. Visit the Tenino Stone Carvers Shed for a
hands-on way to share the history and artistry of the
local stone carving tradition. Meet the stone carvers
on Fridays and Saturdays during the summer and
Saturdays during the winter. Downtown Tenino
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Nicknamed “the pride of the prairie,” Yelm sits at the
intersection of nature and culture, past and present.
Pioneer John Longmire forged the modern-day path
to Mount Rainier, both an entrance and a lodge in
the national park are named for him. (Yelm is also the
hometown of the first woman to reach the summit

of Mount Rainier. Fay Fuller got all the way to the

top in 1890—wearing a dress.) Yelm—a version of the
Nisqually word “shelm,” which refers to light when it
shimmers in the heat—continues to be the gateway
to Washington's iconic mountain, and today it's a hub
of a growing arts scene, shopping and dining, and
appreciated for its proximity to nature.

rze Gow Orone Trarl

Yelm Water Tower

Mount Rainier isn't the only thing that looms large over
Yelm. So does Yelm's iconic water tower, albeit to a
slightly lesser degree. The 125-foot decommissioned
tower is a preserved historic site and has been
described as Yelm's version of Seattle’s Space Needle.
It's the beneficiary of a recent paint job and light
system that brightens the night. 204 McKenzie Ave
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7InGenius! Local Artisan  J:1"Uptown Lounge
Gallery & Boutigue Yelm Area Chamber
Nisqually Red Wind of Commerce

Casino elm Cinemas
Prairie Hotel Yelm/Rainier/
ahoma Vista Fiber Mill Tenino Trail

and La Vida Alpaca

Nisqually Valley BBQ Rally - July 22,2023

At this annual meat fest at Yelm City Park, amateur
Q'ers compete for prizes against the backdrop of live
music, activities for kids, a beer garden, and vendors.
bbarally.com

Sweet Boutiques

Find home decor,
accessories, art, and
clothing at Yelm's

unigue boutiques, like
Shiplap Shop & Coffee
House, Between Sisters
Boutique, BeJoyful
Holistics, and InGenius!
Local Artisan Gallery and

Boutique. [he Local restaurant
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Yelm Cinemas & Uptown Lounge

Dinner and a movie? Enjoy new releases from the
comfort of leather recliners, with bottomless popcorn
and soda, at Yelm Cinemas. Pair that with dinner at
Uptown Lounge, a 21-plus restaurant-bar with hand-
crafted cocktails and a crowd pleasing menu.

201 Prairie Park St NE SE

uptownlounge.com, yelmcinemas.com

‘elm=Kainier=Lenin all

Biking & Hiking Trails

Pick up a bike or stretch your legs on a section (or all)
of the 14-mile Yelm-Rainier-Tenino Trail, a former rail
line. Along the way, stop to admire the graffiti wall—the
longest free art wall in the Northwest—a creation kept
up by a local graffiti artist and his friends. From there,
pick up the Chehalis-Western Trail and follow the path
of an old timber railroad route, or take the Prairie Line
trail from Yelm Avenue to the Centralia Power Canal.

507 Taproom & Filling Station

With 18 taps and more than 200 beers—including
many local brands—as well as cider and wine, 507
Taproom is a local favorite. Gather here to watch the
game, or bring the party outside to hang out with
friends around a fire pit.
507taproomandfillingstation.com

Parks

Yelm City Park is home to a kids’ splash pad and

the Prairie Days Festival in the summer, Christmas

in the Park in winter, and fun for all ages year round.
Those who like wheels will enjoy Yelm's Bike and Skate
Park; for those who enjoy a slower pace, Cochrane
Memorial Park provides wildlife sightings.
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Local Murals

Olympia isn't the only spot in Thurston County that
features local street art. Catch the beautiful murals on
the corner of 1st and Yelm Avenue, at the Splash Pad
in Yelm City Park, inside the iconic 507 Taproom, and
on the side of the Habitat for Humanity building.

207 E Yelm Ave

Festivals and Farmers Markets

Summers in Yelm means something to do nearly every
weekend. Yelm City Park holds festivals, like Jazz

in the Park and a Mermaid Festival. On Saturdays
between May and September, enjoy the vendors at
the Yelm Farmers Market. velmfarmersmarket.com

Tahoma Valley Golf Course

Break out your five iron on Yelm's golf course, known
as (believe it or not) one of the driest courses in the
Pacific Northwest. This course offers iconic views of
Mount Rainier, golf pros to help you perfect your putt,
and a restaurant on site. A day on the greens in Yelm
is a day well spent. tahomavalleygolf.com

(\)
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LOCAL FLAVOR
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Craving amazing produce and stellar ingredients? Our
region provides a wide variety of culinary experiences.
Olympia is home to the second largest farmers
market in Washington—the Olympia Farmers Market—
but you'll also find a delightful array of farmers
markets throughout Thurston County featuring some
of the Pacific Northwest's best seasonal produce,
local art, and handcrafted gifts. Look for seasonal
markets in Lacey, Tumwater, Yelm and Tenino or

head to Olympia Seafood or Delmonico’s Heritage
Butcher Shop to load up the cooler with incredible,
fresh, local farm-and-tide-to-table fare.

The tidal estuaries of South Puget Sound provide a
diverse selection of sustainable and fresh seafood to
local restaurants—from the Chelsea Gem oysters, crab,
and geoduck clams harvested from Eld Inlet to the
salmon on their runs to spawn. Local seafood hot spots
include the Olympia Oyster House, Budd Bay Café,
Chelsea Farms Oyster Bar, Gardner’s, Tugboat Annie’s
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and Anthony’s Homeport or Anthony’s Hearthfire
Grill. The restaurants, cafes, and food trucks of
Thurston County also offer amazing, fresh cuisine
by sourcing from farmers and growers right here in
our region. Pay a visit to Ricardo’s Kitchen & Bar,
Dockside Bistro, Mercato, Basilico, Bacco's Italian,
Curry Corner, Cynara Restaurant and Lounge, Iron
Rabbit Restaurant and Bar, New Moon Café, Jerk
‘an Tingz Food Truck, OlymPita Food Truck, Akashic
Food Trailer, and Nineveh Assyrian Food Truck to
sample local flavors. If you're looking for Mexican
flare, try Silverio's, La Patrona, Koko's Valentina
Restaurant and Tequila Bar, or Huicholitos for
amazingly fresh ceviche.

The coffee scene in and around Olympia stands
alone with hard-core, award-winning roasters bent on
enlightening and delighting coffee lovers with unique
tasting experiences. Take your pick from Dancing

Artisan chocolates made with
only the finest local, natural,
and organic ingredients.

www.bittersweetchocolatesllc.com
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Goats Coffee, Burial Grounds Coffee Collective,
Ember Goods and Olympia Coffee Roasting Co., to
name a few. With coffee in hand, set your sights for
one of the many crazy good donut shops in Olympia,
Lacey, Tumwater, and Yelm—Twister Donuts, Original
House of Donuts, Heavenly Donuts, and Simply
Delicious Donuts are a few to start with! With so many
spots to choose from, we dare you to stop at just one.

Thurston County is

also the home of the

Olympia Brewing

Company, although

sadly, Olympia Beer is

no longer produced.

But that exceptional

brewing legacy made way for a burgeoning brew
scene that is thriving here in Thurston County. You can
even take your love of handcrafted beverages on a
trip through the many locations along the Thurston
Bountiful Byway. Local craft culture extends to our
award-wining wineries such as Stottle Winery and
Medicine Creek Winery, small batch mead such as Axis
Meads and hard cider makers such as Locust Cider, Tart
Cider, or Whitewood Cider Co. Taste your way through
the region and bring home some of the state’s most
crave-able spirits. Local makers such as Sandstone
Distillery and Heritage Distillery turn the process into an
artform. Sourcing local ingredients, they're hand-crafting
unigue cocktails and spirits and waiting to share their
love of crafted beverages with you.

o]l

Unique tasting room and event venue in handcrafted barn
in the historic Nisqually Valley, specializing in red wine.

Visit us Saturday and Sunday, 12-5 pm
Or call for a private tasting.
947 Old Pacific Hwy SE Olympia | 360.701.6284
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FAMILY FRIEND

Load up the kiddos (and grandma and grandpa too)
and get ready to make memories of a lifetime!

Gt Ghck fo Plature

Make sure your camera (or smartphone) is all
powered up, because as you explore the wetlands
and wildlife at the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National
Wildlife Refuge, you're going to wind up with a LOT of
photos! As you stroll the miles of easy walking trails
and boardwalks, keep your eye out for an incredible
amount of flora and fauna. Family young or old alike
will be blown away by the 200+ species of birds and
other wildlife that call the refuge home (and the
squirrels can be real hams too!)

Corvridorne Cewe

The Hands On Children’s Museum takes imagination
to a new level. Explore 28,000 square feet of space
featuring 150 hands-on exhibits, ten themed galleries
and a half-acre of outdoor play space. Explore Puget
Sound'’s maritime history on the Tugboat Sandman,
then stroll along the boardwalk at Percival Landing
Park. Want to really immerse yourself into more
hands-on learning about aquatic life in and around
the Puget Sound? Head on over to the Puget Sound
Estuarium to check out the exhibits and sign up for
Meet the Beach, to explore inter-tidal life on local
beaches.

Ly

TAKE A TRIP
TO THE WET SCIENCE CENTER

ADMISSION IS FREE
Monday - Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

500 Adams Street NE
Olympia, Washington

SWET

Science Center
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HandsOn| .. ...

C h i I d re n ,S M u S e u m Leave gravity at the door at DEFY Olympia. This

extreme sports haven features a grid of 60-plus
trampolines including angled wall trampolines and
launching pads. Then head to the premier destination
for indoor climbing and fitness in the South Sound at
Cirque Climbing. Or get a dose of 80-degree weather
any day of the year at Great Wolf Lodge. The mega
indoor water park (and more) offers 56,000 square
feet of liquid fun, from splash pools to plunging slides.

G Phetory e Cem

Children’s Museum Thurston County is home to rich history that's

fascinating for the whole family. Check out the railroad
s 5 0 F F and logging exhibits at the Tenino Depot Museum.
Learn how the small resort community Woodland
ADMISSION evolved into the growing community of Lacey today
June 30, 2023 - June 30, 2024 gt the Lacey Museum. Visit the Qrggon Trqil'marker
in Grand Mound, and of course, visit the Capitol

Limit one coupon per customer.

For general admission only, not Campus for a tour or just let the kids get the wiggles
available for online registration. i _ ;
Please present in person, PLU 452 out exploring the 50-acre campus, home to memorials
and gardens. Be sure to check out the Moon Tree,
Hands On 414 Jefferson St. NE, Olympia, WA 98501 whose seeds orbited the moon in Apollo 14!

= (360) 956-0818 « hocm.org

continued on pg 74
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Yhotels

Best Western
Tumwater-Olympia Inn
Best Western Plus
Lacey Inn & Suites

Comfort Inn Lacey

Courtyard by Marriott

DoubleTree by Hilton

Fairfield Inn & Suites
by Marriott

Great Wolf Lodge
(Resort)

Hampton Inn & Suites
Olympia-Lacey

Hilton Garden Inn

Holiday Inn Express &
Suites Lacey

La Quinta Inn & Suites
Lacey

La Quinta Inn & Suites
Tumwater

Lucky Eagle Casino &
Hotel

Motel 6
Olympia Inn
OYO Hotel

Prairie Hotel

Quality Inn & Suites
Lacey

Ramada by Wyndam

Red Lion Inn & Suites,
The Governor

Super 8 Motel

The Olympia Hotel at
Capitol Lake

5188 Capitol Blvd SE, Tumwater 98501
(360) 956-1235 « bestwestern.com
8326 Quinault Dr NE, Lacey 98516
(360) 456-5655 « bestwestern.com
4700 Park Center Ave NE, Lacey 98503
(360) 456-6300 » comfortinn.com

2301 Henderson Park Ln SE

(360) 943-8448 « marriott.com

415 Capitol Way N, Olympia 98501
(360) 570-0555 « (877) 570-0555
olympia.doubletree.com

6223 197th Way SW, Rochester 98579
(360) 858-5757 « marriott.com

20500 Old Highway 99 SW,

Grand Mound 98531

(360) 273-7718 « greatwolf.com

4301 Martin Way E, Olympia 98516
(360) 459-5000
hamptoninn3.hilton.com

2101 Henderson Park Ln, Olympia 98501
(360) 236-9934
hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com

4460 Third Ave SE, Lacey 98503

(360) 491-7985
hiexpress.com/laceywa

4704 Park Center Ave NE, Lacey 98516
(360) 412-1200 « Ig.com

4600 Capitol Blvd SE, Tumwater 98501
(360) 352-5433 « Ig.com

12840 188th Ave SW, Rochester 98579
(360) 273-2000 « (800) 720-1788
luckyeagle.com

400 Lee St, Tumwater 98501

(360) 754-7320 » motelé.com

909 Capitol Way S, Olympia 98501
(360) 352-8533

1600 74th Ave SW, Tumwater 98501
(360) 943-5040 « oyorooms.com

700 Prairie Park Ln SE, Yelm 98597
(360) 458-8300 « prairiehotel.com

120 College St SE, Lacey 98503

(360) 493-1991 « choicehotels.com
4520 Martin Way E, Olympia 98516
(360) 459-8866 « ramada.com

621 Capitol Way S, Olympia 98501
(360) 352-7700 « redlion.com

112 College St SE, Lacey 98503

(360) 459-8888 « super8.com

2300 Evergreen Park Dr, Olympia 98501
(360) 943-4000 » ihg.com
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Breakfast (360) 915-8039 « mariebnb.com 10 1535 4
Swantown Inn 1431 11th Ave SE, Olympia 98501 11 88 | 4 700 v | v v v

(360) 753-9123 « swantowninn.com
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Olympia-Lacey (360) 491-1698 « candlewoodsuites.com 27| 35 | 62 =00

Extended Sta 1675 Mottman Rd SW, Tumwater 98501
4 (360) 754-6063 350 & |107 v | v vivlivly

America .
extendedstayamerica.com

TownePlace Suites by | 900 Capitol Way S, Olympia 98501
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Marriott (360) 753-8770 » marriott.com 11 $$ | 71| 725
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Capitol State Forest— Capitol State Forest (multiple entrances) 35 72 v
Multiple Campgrounds | (360) 577-2025 « dnr.wa.gov
5700 Black Lake Blvd, Olympia 98506 v v v v v v v
Columbus Park (360) 786-9460 + columbuspark.net 35| 4érst
Millersylvania State 12245 Tilley Rd S, Olympia 98501 v v v v v
Park (360) 753-1519 « parks.wa.gov 35 120748
Offut Lake 10 Cabins
Resort Cabins & 4005 120th Ave SE, Tenino 98589 53 | 31RV v v i|iv i v | Vv Vv | v Vv
Campgrounds (360) 264-2438 « offutlakeresort.com 18 Tent
. 9101 Steilacoom Rd SE, Olympia 98516
Washington Land (360) 491-3750 31| 103RV | v | V
Yacht Harbor .
washingtonlandyachtharbor.com
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PERMITS & PASSES
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B\ an! \Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge

Don't wind up with an unpleasant surprise—

make sure you have the right permit or

pass when accessing public lands.

Many Washington State and federally

managed public lands will require that

you purchase and display the correct

permit or pass during your visit. To determine

which permits or passes you need, consider who
operates the land you are visiting. Is the park or trail
labeled as “State,” “National” or "Federal”?

Federal lands such as National Parks

(such as Mt. Rainier NPS and Olympic

National Forest), National Wildlife Refuges

(such as Billy Frank Jr. National Wildlife Refuge),
National Historic Sites, Bureau of Land Management
lands, and places managed by the Bureau of
Reclamation. Permit Needed: An America the
Beautiful Interagency Pass gets named passholders
into each of these sites. A Northwest Forest
Recreation Day Pass allows trailhead

parking on national forests for $5/

car for one day. The pass is available

at National Forest offices, visitor

centers, ranger districts, via private

vendors or online.

State lands such as Washington State Parks (such
as Tolmie and Millersylvania), State Forest lands
(such as Capitol State Forest), Department of Natural
Resources lands and Department of Fish and Wildlife
trailheads (such as Scatter Creek Wildlife Preserve).
Permit Needed: The Discover Pass gets pass holders
into each of these sites. One pass can be transferred
between two vehicles. For one-day use only, purchase
your Discover Pass Day Pass for $10/car. For a
complete year of use, purchase the Discover Pass for
$30 at discoverpass.wa.gov/133/Where-to-Buy.
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2023 Cree CShye

The Washington State Parks and Recreation
Commission offers 12 free days a year, in which day-
use visitors won't need a Discover Pass to visit state
parks by vehicle. The free days apply only at state
parks; the Discover Pass is still required on WDFW
and DNR lands.

Jan. 1
First Day Hikes; New
Year's Day

Jan. 16

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Day

March 9
Billy Frank Junior's
Birthday

March 19
State Parks’
110th Birthday

iillersyilvanic NKolX old

April 22
Earth Day
June 10
National Get
Outdoors Day
June 11
Free Fishing Day
June 19
Juneteenth
Sept. 23
National Public
Lands Day
Oct. 10
World Mental
Health Day
Nov. 11
Veterans Day
Nov. 25
Autumn Day

r RAPID ORTHOPAEDIC CARE

ROC Urgent Clinic

‘ at OLYMPIA ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATES

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5:30PM

Providers at the ROC offer immediate care for
urgent injuries to muscles, bones, and joints.

3901 Capital Mall Drive SW in West Olympia

For questions, please call or visit

(360) 754-ROCC (7622) | olyortho.com/ROC
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Sometimes you just gotta admit that nothing short
of a playground is going to be exactly what the little
ones want, and sometimes, the tweens and teens
need a break too—we get it! Thurston County is home
to countless parks with a variety of amenities for kids.
Got a skater in the group? Try the concrete bowl at
Yauger Park for ample dips and grinding rails. The
little ones will love the sky-high slides and the rope
pulley that crosses the playground at Tumwater
Historical Park. Depot Park in Lacey offers a replica
of a depot and a fun train-themed play structure.

Gt the Frrm

Family members of all ages love a day touring farms.
Head to Schilter Family Farm in search of the perfect
pumpkin or take in one of their festivals throughout
the year. Be sure to save room for a famous apple
fritter and fresh cider at Lattin’s Country Cider

Mill and Farm. Looking for a scare? Check out the
Rutledge Corn Maze! For those in search of the
perfect Christmas Tree, choose from one of the
numerous family-run farms such as Ashley Creek
Farm and Hunter Family Farm (there are a LOT more!)
In the heat of the summer, take in one or all of our
region’s beautiful lavender farms: Evergreen Valley,
Schirm Loop Homestead and Walupt Farms are just
a few of the locations waiting to delight you.

360-556-9950
garlic@ashleycreek.com

9221 Littlerock Road SW
Olympia, WA 98512
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https://little-creek.com/
http://ashleycreek.com/



https://www.airportgolfcenter.com/

North America Talk Media Group/
Thurston Talk
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APPLICATION
“StLACEY

Organization/ Agency Name*

NorthAmericaTalk Media Group/ThurstonTalk

Event/ Activity/ Program Name *

Event Location

Amount Requested*

$10-538k

Federal Tax ID Number*

Event Date

Are you a Non-Profit or Public Agency?*

Public Agency

City of Lacey Business License Number *

46-4590357 N/A
Tourism Promotion Activities Tourism-Related Facility Events/Festivals
[]
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EVENT, ACTIVITY, OR PROGRAM INFORMATION

0. Is your event, activity, or program new? (10 points)*

No

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS
tourism interest, and we consistently hear community chatter about traveling and experiencing

1. Tourist Attraction: Describe your event, activity, or program and the tourism-related
activities. (20 points)*

Include how your event, activity or program demonstrates the ability to attract visitors from 50 miles or
more away.

*IMPORTANT: There was only an option above for "Public" and "Nonprofit". We are a private
business and Sadie said to just mark "Public" and clarify here. Thank you! Through our Western
WA media companies spanning the 15 corridor (Vancouver, WA to Bellingham, WA), as outlined
in our ‘Scope of Work’, our program is designed to promote the City as a tourist destination to
increase economic activity in the City of Lacey for the year of 2024. We plan to collaborate
with the City of Lacey to create tourist related content that our team will create and we will
distribute to our Western WA audience along the I5 corridor. Our project will begin January
2024 and end December 2024. Further, we will work with the City to best align content with
seasonal activities. And we have seen past tourism clients use content to market toward
shoulder seasons. An example of content we see valuable that would be created by our team
to share and amplify with our Western WA audience includes: 1. Outdoor recreation 2. Things
to do 3. Places to eat and drink 4. All content created as itineraries for day and weekend trips
to the City of Lacey and published in the "Travel" section of our @Talk publications across WA.

2. Marketing: How will your event, activity, or program promote and enhance tourism for the
City of Lacey? (10 points)*

Describe how your event, activity, or program will encourage support of Lacey businesses, restaurants,
and retail. Please upload/attach copies of proposed promotional materials at the end of this application.

We consistently see search terms come through our publications related to Southwest WA
yourism interest, and we consistently hear community chatter about traveling and experiencing
locally. Over the last six years, we have used this data to create a ‘Tourism Promotion Program’,
employing content marketing/destination branding, that cities, counties, and DMOs have been
able to leverage to reach our audience of 1.1 million unique monthly readers across all 18 of our
online publications. Put simply, we will use content marketing wrapped around day and
weekend trip itineraries to shuffle people regionally to the City of Lacey to experience tourism
related activities.
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3. Safe, Inclusive, and Welcoming: Tell us how your event, activity, or program reinforces the
City's commitment to being a safe, inclusive, and welcoming place for all. (20 points)*

Our Community Social Networks™ are ‘Open to All’ and promote equitable access to the
communities we serve throughout the Pacific Northwest: We do not have any paywalls or
subscriptions to access our content, and all content created for the City of Lacey to promote
tourism will be accessible to all.

4. Project Impact: How will the funds received increase the number of people traveling to
Lacey or the Lacey UGA? (10 points)*

The funds received will fund the creation and distribution of tourism related content for the City
of Lacey to draw in community members from Bellingham to Vancouver with our hyperlocal
media companies focused on the I5 corridor.

Provide an estimate of the number of participants who will attend the event:

Paid Overnights*

15 25

Visits by Day Travel* Other Attendance*
120 300

Out-of-State Visitors* How Many Attendees*
10 470

5. Community and Business Collaboration: Describe the community and business appeal

and support of your event, activity, or program. (20 points)*
List any businesses you have collaborated with to support your event, activity, or program.

Tourism creates commerce and has a quantifiable economic impact: the more tourism, the more
dollars spent locally (food, shopping, lodging, etc.), which impacts the business community, and
ultimately impacts the local community at large, as more LTAC funding creates more events and
community assets for the local community to experience, as well. Further, our Community Social
Networks give tourists the ability to plan and engage in impromptu local tourism experiences
through search engine inquires as well as social media.
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6. Program Sustainability: How will you measure the success of your event, activity, or
program? (5 points)*

We use Google and social analytics to measure the success of our ‘Tourism Promotion

Program’ and we can provide references for our past work, specifically with Destination
Marketing Organizations organizations across WA State.

7. What is the targeted age group of your event?*

8. Have you reserved hotel rooms in Lacey for your event, activity, or program?*
No

If yes, what hotel(s) have you reserved rooms at?*



9. What is the total budget for your event, activity, or program?*

$10 - $28k, depending on which package the City of Lacey chooses to fund.

10. Does your event, activity, or program rely solely on Lodging Tax funding from the City
of Lacey?*

No

11. What percentage of your budget originates from Lacey Lodging Tax funding?*

50%

12. Provide an itemized list identifying each type of expenditure and the amount to be
reimbursed with Lodging Tax funding.*

Include the type of expenditure and the itemized cost.

1. Creation of six articles + research and consultation with the City of Lacey: $4,800 2. Distribution
of six articles on eight of our online publications + social channels along the 15 corridor: $4,700 3.
Success analytics and documentation prepared for the City of Lacey: $500 4. Total: $10,000

13. Have you applied for other funding for your event, activity, or program?*

No Other Grants?*

Other City LTAC Funding*

Page | 6



14. Financial Sustainability: Identify your programs top five (5) sources of funding: (5 points)*
Include the source and the amount of funding. List the City of Lacey if applicable.

50% City of Lacey
50% NorthAmericaTalk Media Group

15. Do you plan to become self-funded? *

No

If yes, how do you plan to become self-funded?*

16. Have you ever received funds from the City of Lacey?*

Yes
If yes, what funds have you received?

City of Lacey, our contract varies year-to-year

17. Is this application for new funds?*

Yes

18. Is this application for increased funds?*
No

If yes, describe the reason for the increase. *
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19. Location: Where will your event, activity, or program be located? (10 points)*

Other

If other, where will the event be held? *

City of Lacey, urban areas, and all of our other @Talk publications listed in the cover letter and scope of work.

20. Multi Day Events: Is your event, activity, or program a single or multi-day event? (20
points)*

Multi-Day Event

If your event is a multi-day event, how many days will it be? *

365

21. Shoulder Season: What is the date of your event, activity, or program? (10 points)*

01/01/24
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2962 Limited Lane NW
Olympia, WA 98502
Dan Jones, CEO/Founder — Jacob Luplow, VP Sales
Dan@NorthAmericaTalk.com - Jake@NorthAmericaTalk.com
206-822-1458

Dear City of Lacey Lodging Tax Advisory Committee and Lacey City Council:

NorthAmericaTalk is applying to propose a new, innovative project to encourage tourism
in the City of Lacey via digital destination and tourism marketing focused on mobile
users in Western WA outside of a 50-mile radius of Thurston County.

Through our Western WA media companies spanning the |5 corridor (Vancouver, WA to
Bellingham, WA), as outlined in our ‘Scope of Work’, we plan to promote the City as a
tourist destination to increase economic activity in the City of Lacey for the year of 2024.

An example of content we see valuable that would be created by our team to share and
amplify with our Western WA audience includes:

e Outdoor recreation
o Where to kayak in Lacey
o Where to Paddleboard in Lacey
o Where to walk your dog/off leash dog parks
o Paved walking trails/paved biking trails
e Things to do
o Food trucks
o Indoor kid activities
o Indoor family activities
e Places to eat and drink
o Roundup of breweries, eateries, and wineries
o Places to get a burger
o Fine dining restaurants
e All content created as itineraries for day and weekend trips to the City of Lacey

NorthAmericaTalk has 10 years of extensive, well-documented work promoting tourism
for Grays Harbor Tourism, Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism, Thurston County,
Experience Olympia and Beyond, and the City of Camas through social media, SEO,
and content marketing.


mailto:Dan@NorthAmericaTalk.com
mailto:Jake@NorthAmericaTalk.com

2962 Limited Lane NW
Olympia, WA 98502
Dan Jones, CEO/Founder — Jacob Luplow, VP Sales
Dan@NorthAmericaTalk.com - Jake@NorthAmericaTalk.com
206-822-1458

Additionally, we reach a great demographic of 70% female readers, an average age of
34, and a 72% mobile user base.

Our Community Social Networks™ are ‘Open to All’ and promote equitable access to
the communities we serve throughout the Pacific Northwest.

We ask that you consider all documents with thoughtfulness, leaning on us for
questions and feedback, and we look forward to assisting you in your destination

marketing goals as we bring to life the City of Lacey for our Western WA audience, from
Bellingham to Vancouver.


mailto:Dan@NorthAmericaTalk.com
mailto:Jake@NorthAmericaTalk.com

Scope of Work AND Impact on Tourism
2023 Digital Place and Destination Branding

Leveraging Content Marketing, Search Engine Optimization, and Community Social
Networks

NorthAmericaTalk is excited and enthusiastic about working with the City of Lacey to
support your 2024 destination and tourism marketing goals through social media, SEO,
and content marketing.

Below, you will find a ‘Scope of Work’ that focuses on amplifying the City of Lacey as a
tourist destination and capturing eyeballs on mobile devices along the I-5 corridor of WA
to drive tourism.

What we plan to do

We plan to collaborate with the City of Lacey to create tourist related content that our
team will create and we will distribute to our Western WA audience along the |5 corridor.
Our project will begin January 2024 and end December 2024. Further, we will work with
the City to best align content with seasonal activities. And we have seen past tourism
clients use content to market toward shoulder seasons.

Furthermore, we have a great working relationship with Experience Olympia and
Beyond and we will keep them informed to best leverage and align tourism related
efforts.

Western Washington 15 Corridor @Talk Readership/Users

e Reach over 200,000 users/people per week along the 15 Corridor

e 158,494 social followers along the |5 Corridor

e @Talk platforms along 15 see consistent search traffic for “Southwest WA”
tourism related interests



Our proposal is designed to maximize search engine results, hit a target demographic,
and drive tourism.

Project Outcome/lmpact on Tourism

Increase economic activity in the City of Lacey for the year of 2024, over a
12-month period
Our team will create all content
Quality content that can be reused/repurposed, “Evergreen”, by the City of Lacey
Content that is social media friendly (highly shareable)
Content that is search engine friendly (SEO optimized)
Content that can be shared multiple times and reused (year to year)
Distribution to 100,000s of readers along 15
o Our media properties have over 158,494 social subscribers with whom to
share content and thousands of daily readers
High quality articles that are read by a broad audience
Positive community branding
High quality content representing a geographic area
Leverage past data collection to create more informed content decisions through
search engine analysis of @Talk data
Increased tourism related online content to assist in driving tourism
We can provide stats:
o For content: impressions, reach, and social media interactions
o For visual ads: impressions and CTR
We can also provide ‘tourism impact’ for our clients across Western WA, as an
example, if references are requested.



*Please note: the last several slides in the media kit show example work from other tourism clients in WA.
Packages

A. Focus on content marketing along the 15 corridor — 12 month project

e 6 Articles selected by the City of Lacey with collaboration and insight provided by

@Talk
e Focused on “Things to Do” and “Places to Eat and Drink” as day trip and

weekend trips
e All content published on:

o  WhatcomTalk.com, SkagitTalk.com, SnohomishTalk.com,
SouthSoundTalk.com, ThurstonTalk.com, GraysHarborTalk.com,
LewisTalk.com, and ClarkCountyTalk.com

e All content shared on social media

Investment:
e  Special pricing: $10,000 *

B. Focus on content marketing along the 15 corridor — 12 month project

e 12 Articles selected by the City of Lacey with collaboration and insight provided

by @Talk
e Focused on “Things to Do” and “Places to Eat and Drink” as day trip and

weekend trips
e All content published on:

o  WhatcomTalk.com, SkagitTalk.com, SnohomishTalk.com,
SouthSoundTalk.com, ThurstonTalk.com, GraysHarborTalk.com,
LewisTalk.com, and ClarkCountyTalk.com

e All content shared on social media

Investment:
e  Special pricing: $18,000 *

C. Extended reach with geo-targeted banner ads along the 15 corridor — 12 month
project

e Includes everything in package B
e Custom banner ad (runs 12 months) on:
o WhatcomTalk.com, SnohomishTalk.com, SouthSoundTalk.com,
ThurstonTalk.com, and ClarkCountyalk.com



o  Banner ads can be swapped out each month
e  One live influencer visit on site
o  We will have one live influencer on site at a spot designated by the City of
Lacey

Investment:
e  Special pricing: $38,000 *

*Special pricing (applies to packages A, B, and C):
e  Our sister companies are offering reduced “package” discounts in pricing to create a package deal that is a
win for all stakeholders, which is reflected in the “price match” in the application.
e  Sister companies:
o WhatcomTalk
SkagitTalk
SnohomishTalk
SouthSoundTalk
ThurstonTalk
LewisTalk
GraysHarborTalk
ClarkCountyTalk

O O O O O O O



Hiking, biking, beer













Ways to Connect Via this Media Platform

Mobile Users












We Reach Consumers Where They ARE: On Their Phones

Mobile Users



wviobile Users






Wth_ou Should Advertise With Us

Mobile Users




































Example Tourism Work for Grays Harbor Tourism

Mobile Users



Onsite social posts

Mobile Users



VisuetBranding / Place Branding ---- Sidebar Video

Mobile Users

Video Link


https://ads4.northamericatalk.com/redirect.spark?MID=168937&plid=1212154&setID=427203&channelID=0&CID=408511&banID=519939350&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1636505838173608&sw=2560&sh=1440&spr=1.5&hc=c1216ff6a9bed957a4d7498b5fc23ec815d2472a&location=

Mobile Users



Place Branding + Experience Branding

Mobile Users



Onsite Experience Branding: Lake Sylvia : Trail System

Mobile Users



Mobile Users



Mobile Users



Mobile Users



DigitalTourism “Place” Branding :: Top of Mind :: Today and Tomorrow

Mobile Users




Example Tourism Work for Thurston County

Mobile Users



Mobile Users




Mobile Users



Package A

Mobile Users



Package B

Mobile Users



Package C

Mobile Users
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LODGING TAX FUNDS

APPLICATION
“StLACEY
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Organization/ Agency Name*

City of Lacey

Event/ Activity/ Program Name *

Event Location

Event Date
Amount Requested* Are you a Non-Profit or Public Agency?*
$10,000.00 Public Agency
Federal Tax ID Number* City of Lacey Business License Number *
91-0819427
Tourism Promotion Activities Tourism-Related Facility Events/Festivals
[
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EVENT, ACTIVITY, OR PROGRAM INFORMATION

0. Is your event, activity, or program new? (10 points)*

Yes

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS

1. Tourist Attraction: Describe your event, activity, or program and the tourism-related
activities. (20 points)*

Include how your event, activity or program demonstrates the ability to attract visitors from 50 miles or
more away.

Studies show that first impressions are formed within the first 7 to 20 seconds of an experience.
Therefore, it is extremely important to create a friendly, welcoming, and dynamic environment
at entry points to Lacey, as well as areas near tourist attractions, to help create a positive
experience for new and returning visitors. To further enhance the Lacey visitors' experience,
we request $10,000 to create vibrant banners that celebrate the fun and exciting activities
visitors can see and do in Lacey. The banners will be placed near the entrances, activity hubs,
and tourist attractions in Lacey. The intent is to promote Lacey as a warm, exciting, and friendly
community with plenty of opportunities for recreation, culture, and fun for everyone!

2. Marketing: How will your event, activity, or program promote and enhance tourism for the
City of Lacey? (10 points)*

Describe how your event, activity, or program will encourage support of Lacey businesses, restaurants,
and retail. Please upload/attach copies of proposed promotional materials at the end of this application.

The funds will be used to promote Lacey, as well as activities and experiences people can enjoy in
Lacey. As indicated above, first impressions matter for tourists. The City believes the banners will
help create a more welcoming and inviting environment for guests in anticipation of future,
return overnight trips to the City, as well as to promote Lacey for new visitors. Simply, first
impressions matter!
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3. Safe, Inclusive, and Welcoming: Tell us how your event, activity, or program reinforces the
City's commitment to being a safe, inclusive, and welcoming place for all. (20 points)*

The banners will highlight the diversity of our community; the variety of activities, events, and
programs offered for people in a range of ages, abilities, traits, and characteristics; and also
show the law enforcement staff’s high-level of involvement with our community to keep it safe

and welcoming.

4. Project Impact: How will the funds received increase the number of people traveling to
Lacey or the Lacey UGA? (10 points)*

The banners will showcase a large variety of local activities, experiences, other things to see and
do in our community, to entice visitors to plan future, return overnight trips.

Provide an estimate of the number of participants who will attend the event:

Paid Overnights* Unpaid Overnights*
0 0

Visits by Day Travel* Other Attendance*

0 0

Out-of-State Visitors™ How Many Attendees*
0 0
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5. Community and Business Collaboration: Describe the community and business appeal
and support of your event, activity, or program. (20 points)*
List any businesses you have collaborated with to support your event, activity, or program.

While not focusing on any one particular business, our banners will feature food, beverage, and

retail experiences. In addition, parks, outdoor activities, and indoor recreation will also be
highlighted.

6. Program Sustainability: How will you measure the success of your event, activity, or
program? (5 points)*

Although we do not have a direct way to measure the success of our banner program, we
believe they will help create an attractive space for tourist, and a warm and welcoming
environment for residents, business owners, and community stakeholders.

7. What is the targeted age group of your event?*

All Ages

8. Have you reserved hotel rooms in Lacey for your event, activity, or program?*

No

If yes, what hotel(s) have you reserved rooms at?*



9. What is the total budget for your event, activity, or program?*

$20,000.00

10. Does your event, activity, or program rely solely on Lodging Tax funding from the City
of Lacey?*

No

11. What percentage of your budget originates 