
LACEY CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSESSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021 
4:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

REMOTE ATTENDANCE 

To comply with Governor Inslee’s Proclamation 20-28, the City Council Worksession will 
be conducted remotely, not in-person. However, you may view the meeting by watching 
live through Zoom: 

Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88133078386 

The public may also listen to the meeting via telephone by dialing toll-free: 

(888) 788-0099 or (877) 853-5247 - when prompted enter Webinar ID 881 3307 8386 
press # (participant ID not required) 

AGENDA 

4:00 WRIA 13 WATERSHED RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT PLAN 
JULIE RECTOR, WATER QUALITY ANALYST 
ANGELA JOHNSON, STREAMFLOW RESTORATION PLANNER, DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
(STAFF REPORT) 

4:30 NISQUALLY RIVER COUNCIL UPDATE 
JULIE RECTOR, WATER QUALITY ANALYST 
(BRIEFING) 

4:45 UPDATE FROM LACEY PARKS, CULTURE & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
JEN BURBIDGE, PARKS, CULTURE & RECREATION DIRECTOR 
(BRIEFING) 

5:00 ADJOURN 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88133078386
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LACEY CITY COUNTIL WORKSESSION 
February 25, 2021 

SUBJECT: Presentation on WRIA 13 Watershed Restoration and 
Enhancement Plan  

RECOMMENDATION: This presentation is informative. A request to authorize 
approval of the WRIA 13 Watershed Restoration and 
Enhancement Plan will be presented at the March 18, 2021 
Lacey City Council Meeting. 

STAFF CONTACT: Scott Spence, City Manager  
Scott Egger, Public Works Director 
Peter Brooks, Water Resources Manager 
Julie Rector, Water Quality Analyst   

ORIGINATED BY: Water Resources Department 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Executive Summary; excerpt from draft Watershed Restoration 
and Enhancement Plan

2. Hicks Lake Stormwater Retrofit project description; excerpt from 
draft Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Plan

FISCAL NOTE: Approving the Plan does not create a financial obligation 

PRIOR REVIEW: None 

BACKGROUND: 

Angela Johnson, Streamflow Restoration Planner with the Washington Department of 
Ecology, is the lead coordinator for the WRIA 13 Watershed Restoration and Enhancement 
Committee (“WREC”) that developed the Plan. She will be giving a presentation on the 
process and the Plan. 

The following provides some highlights from the Plan, including elements where the City 
will have a major role in Plan implementation. 
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Members on the WREC represent a wide range of stakeholders in WRIA 13, which is 
comprised of the Deschutes River watershed and a number of other sub-basins including 
the Woodland Creek sub-basin. The City has been active on the committee since its 
inception in October 2018. Deputy Mayor Pratt is Lacey’s designated representative on the 
WREC and has also participated on its technical sub-committees.     
 
The final draft Plan has just been completed, and the Executive summary is provided in 
Attachment 1. The Plan must be approved by the stakeholder jurisdictions, and then by the 
full WREC, before it is sent to Ecology for final approval. Because the law requires Ecology 
to review and approve the Plan by June 30, 2021, the schedule requires stakeholders to 
approve the Plan by March, and for the WREC to approve sending the plan to Ecology in 
April. 

 
As required in the law, the Plan accomplishes the following:  

 Identifies the projected number of new permit-exempt domestic groundwater wells 
within the boundaries of WRIA 13 for the 20-year period of 2018 – 2038;  

 Estimates instream flow impacts from the consumptive use of these wells, within the 
entire basin as well as within defined sub-basins;  

 Identifies projects for offsetting the instream flow impacts from these wells  
 Quantifies the water offsets to be provided by these projects and provides 

assurances that implementation will also provide a net ecological benefit to the 
watershed. 

 
Overall, the WREC estimated a total of 2,616 permit-exempt wells (or new connections to 
existing wells) will be constructed from 2018-2038. Using conservative estimates for the 
consumption portion of indoor and outdoor water use, streamflow impacts from these wells 
is projected to be a total of 0.6 cubic feet per second in WRIA 13.  
 
The Plan identifies several water offset projects as well as habitat restoration projects that 
are not water offset projects but will provide a Net Ecological Benefit to the watershed. In 
addition, the Plan includes regulatory and policy recommendations and an adaptive 
management process that are intended to aid in implementation and further meet the goals 
of the Plan. 

 
It is anticipated that the City will have a role in implementing the following 
recommendations:   

 Participation on a long-term implementation group that will oversee and track 
implementation of this Plan. The WREC is referring to this group as the Deschutes 
River Council.  

 A lead role in implementing the Hicks Lake Stormwater Retrofit (see Attachment 2).  
This project that will upgrade Lacey’s existing stormwater facility to provide 
additional water quality treatment and to incorporate groundwater infiltration which 
will provide water offsets. This is the only viable water offset project proposed in the 
Woodland Creek sub-basin. 

 Thurston County will look at their policies for opportunities to promote connections to 
Group A water systems. 
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Other policies of interest to the City include: 

 Thurston County policy to revisit the current restrictions on the use of reclaimed 
water within the county. 

 Improvements to Ecology’s well log database, to clarify details on well construction 
and improve publicly accessible well log data. 

 Creating a position at Ecology for a South Sound water steward. 
 Investigate whether changes are needed to the instream flow rules in WRIA 13. 

 
Most of funding for implementation is expected to come from state grants, including 
Streamflow Restoration grants administered by the Department of Ecology. 
 
 
ADVANTAGES:   

  
1. When implemented, the WREC Plan will enhance stream flow and habitat in WRIA 13.   
 
DISADVANTAGES: 
 
1. None. 
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